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Dogs could be used to hunt cougars, bears

People speak out on both sides of proposal Tuesday
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Opponents, many sporting large red-and-white buttons proclaiming "The Voters Have Spoken," billed it as an end run
around Measure 18, the 1994 initiative that banned the use of dogs and bait to hunt cougars and bears.

Supporters said it has nothing to do with hunting, but is a way to keep money from being siphoned unnecessarily from state
fish and wildlife programs.

In the end, the clock won.

The parade of 40-plus witnesses who signed up to testify Tuesday about House Bill 2971 was called after an hour, and 17
people -- about equally split between supporters and opponents -- at 5:03 p.m.

That's when members of the House Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources had to be elsewhere.

The bill, if approved, would allow officials with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to appoint agents using dogs
to pursue cougars and bears for research or to implement Oregon cougar and bear management plans.

"(The bill) violates the spirit of Measure 18," said Sally Mackler of Jacksonville, representing the Sierra Club. "It gives
very broad authority to be exempt from use of a practice the public found unethical."

Several supporters, though, responded that allowing the department to appoint agents does not expand hunting.

"It simply gives the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife the authority to appoint agents," said Al Elkins, representing
the Oregon Hunters Association. "It does not expand ODFW's authority to harvest cougars and bears."

Several opponents -- some of them ranchers and farmers who said they had no cougar problems -- argued that the Cougar
Management Plan was based on flawed assumptions, and culling cougars could create unintended consequences.

Killing adult cougars, as the plan calls for, could lead to more human/cat conflicts by increasing the number of more
aggressive, rangier juveniles, said Noah Greenwald, a conservation biologist for the Center for Biological Diversity.

"Young cats are the stupid cats, just like our teenagers," said Catherine "Cat" Koehn, a past director of the Northwest
Cougar Action Trust in Eugene.

Stephen Kafoury, who was testifying on behalf of the Oregon Chapter of the Wildlife Society, a group representing 300
wildlife professionals, had the last word before the gavel came down.

"I urge you to read the bill," Kafoury told the committee members. "The bill does not have anything to do with what will
happen.

"The bill simply has to do with who will do it. If the bill passes, agents will do it," he said. "If the bill fails, ODFW
personnel will do it. It will not change what happens."

 



What's next

What: The first hearing on House Bill 2295, which would define the gray wolf as a game animal

When: 3 p.m. Thursday

Where: In front of the House Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources in Hearing Room D at the State Capitol

Committee contact:  

  
(503) 986-1751  

2


