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Copenhagen Accord disappoints many, some praise hard-
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December 18th, 2009  

By Barbara Kessler 
Green Right Now 

Reaction to the Copenhagen Accord from environmental and humanitarian groups blasted 
through Copenhagen like an icy wind this evening, with several groups expressing bitter 
disappointment, and decrying Obama for abandoning his pledge to fight climate change. 

Others, however, praised the forward motion of the summit’s final day, when President Obama 
and other heads of state reached an agreement to try to hold global carbon emissions to a level 
that holds climate change to two degree increase. 

 

Protest outside the Bella Centre, (Photo: Ainhoa Goma, Oxfam) 

Collected here are some of the responses to Obama’s announcement of the agreement this 
evening in Copenhagen. 

(We’ll add more as they arise.) 

Jeremy Hobbs, executive director of Oxfam International: 

“This agreement barely papers over the huge differences between countries which have plagued 
these talks for two years. 

The deal is a triumph of spin over substance. It recognizes the need to keep warming below 2 
degrees but does not commit to do so. It kicks back the big decisions on emissions cuts and 
fudges the issue of climate cash. 



Millions of people around the world do not want to see their hopes for a fair, binding and 
ambitious deal die in Copenhagen. Leaders need to get back round the table in early 2010 and 
take the hard decisions they copped out of in Copenhagen.” 

————————————————————————————– 

Bill McKibben, American environmentalist and founder of 350.org: 

“This is a declaration that small and poor countries don’t matter, that international civil society 
doesn’t matter, and that serious limits on carbon don’t matter. The president has wrecked the UN 
and he’s wrecked the possibility of a tough plan to control global warming. It may get Obama a 
reputation as a tough American leader, but it’s at the expense of everything progressives have 
held dear. 189 countries have been left powerless, and the foxes now guard the carbon henhouse 
without any oversight.” 

————————————————————————————– 

Carl Pope, president of the Sierra Club: 

“The world’s nations have come together and concluded a historic–if incomplete–agreement to 
begin tackling global warming.  Tonight’s announcement is but a first step and much work 
remains to be done in the days and months ahead in order to seal a final international climate 
deal that is fair, binding, and ambitious.  It is imperative that negotiations resume as soon as 
possible. 
 
President Obama and the rest of the world paid a steep price here in Copenhagen because of 
obstructionism in the United States Senate.  That a deal was reached at all is testament to 
President Obama’s leadership–all the more remarkable because of the very weak hand he was 
dealt because of the Senate’s failure to pass domestic clean energy and climate legislation.  Now 
that the rest of the world–including countries like China and India–has made clear that it is 
willing to take action, the Senate must pass domestic legislation as soon as possible.  America 
and the world can no longer be held hostage to petty politics and obstructionism.”  

———————————————————————————— 

Asher Miller, executive director of the Post Carbon Institute: 

“Despite dire warnings from his own national leading scientists, and over the cries of millions of 
voices in hundreds of countries across the globe, US President Barack Obama has chosen 
political expediency over truth and justice. 

The so-called Copenhagen Accord is merely the repackaging of old and toothless promises, 
which holds no one accountable and utterly fails to reflect the urgency of the moment at hand. 

Less than one year ago, President Obama took the oath of office on a cold winter day in our 
nation’s capital, calling upon each of us to summon a new spirit of patriotism, of service and 



responsibility where each of us resolves to pitch in and work harder and look after not only 
ourselves, but each other.� 

Now, on another cold winter day, our President appears to be more concerned about saving face 
and avoiding sacrifice than honoring his own lofty words. 

It is now time for the American people to lead, to demand action, and to show the way, as 
Obama himself said block by block, brick by brick, calloused hand by calloused hand. 

The world can no longer wait.” 

———————————————————————————– 

Kassie Siegel, director of the Climate Law Institute at the Center for Biological Diversity: 

“We all know what we must do to solve global warming, but even the architects of this deal 
acknowledge that it does not take those necessary steps. Merely acknowledging the weaknesses 
of the deal, as President Obama has done, does not excuse its failings. If this is the best we can 
do, it is not nearly good enough. We stand at the precipice of climatic tipping points beyond 
which a climate crash will be out of our control. We cannot make truly meaningful and historic 
steps with the United States pledging to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by only 3 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2020. The science demands far more. 

The people of the United States voted for President Obama based on his promise of change and 
hope. But the only change today’s agreement brings is a greater risk of dangerous climate 
change. And the only hope that flows from Copenhagen stems not from the president’s hollow 
pronouncements but from the birth of a diverse global movement demanding real solutions and 
climate justice — demands made with a collective voice growing loud enough that in short order 
politicians will no longer be able to ignore it.” 

—————————————————————————————- 

Gillian Caldwell, 1Sky Campaign director(from Dec. 19): 

“Events continue to unfold as we speak, but it is clear that the Copenhagen talks will not result in 
the fair, ambitious, and binding global treaty that the world desperately needs. The 1Sky 
campaign pushed hard for President Obama to join the Copenhagen negotiations and we were 
pleased that he did, but unfortunately the proposals offered by the Obama Administration fell 
short of what was needed. The hopes of grassroots advocates and civil society leaders for a 
successful outcome have been dashed largely because the U.S. has yet to take bold action to 
tackle the climate challenge.” 

“Our work is clearly not done yet — the science calls for much more urgent action than what 
we’ve seen to date, and President Obama has acknowledged that. Delay only benefits the fossil 
fuel industries that are reaping record profits while destroying our future. We call upon President 
Obama and the Senate to take bold action as soon as possible in 2010 to secure our future.” 



“…the U.S. Senate’s failure to pass a strong climate bill in 2009 presented a significant 
roadblock to progress in Copenhagen. Every day the U.S. Senate delays undermines the U.S.’s 
negotiating position and diminishes our potential to lead the way in the clean energy economy of 
the future. President Obama must step up to the challenge and rally the American public behind 
bold climate legislation and secure a strong bill from the U.S. Senate. The longer we wait, the 
worse it gets: the International Energy Agency tells us that every year of delay costs $500 
billion.” 

(1Sky is a collaborative national campaign for strong federal action to tackle global climate 
change and invest in building the clean energy economy of the future with 540 allied 
organizations.) 
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