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Last night, December 8th, I attended a side event at COP15 presented by Greenpeace. The main topic of 
this event was to inform the audience that there is hope for President Obama to get legislation passed to 
set higher targets for carbon emissions reductions. The mere title of the event really captures it well, “Yes, 
he can! How Obama can deliver stronger emissions reductions”.  The panel began with an introduction 
from a representative of Greenpeace International. Following his opener was a speech from Kyle Ash 
who was representing Greenpeace USA, and Kassie Siegel, a biological diversity researcher who spoke 
about Obama’s option of executive agreement in forming a climate policy. These speeches were 
informative, but I thought the most enlightening speech of the night was from Marcelo Furtado, a 
representative from Greenpeace Brazil. 

Furtado’s speech put a positive spin on the topic using Brazil as an example. He explained Brazil’s 
history of how they transformed into better recognizing the importance of protecting the environment. 
Everyone said they would never be able to do it – never be able to decrease deforestation and never sign 
on to increase reduction targets. This doubt was due to the opinion from many Brazilians at the time that 
environmental protection was not important when they were just trying to protect themselves and boost 
their economy. However, as Furtado pointed out, Brazil has been able to decrease deforestation and they 
have passed climate legislation in which they set specific emissions targets. Brazil is a prime example of 
how public opinions can be changed for the better and shows that even a nation which no one believes 
will show any action in combating climate change will take action. This relates to the topic of Obama and 
US involvement in climate action because the U.S. is a nation full of people who do not want to do 
anything about climate change, and many people around the world believe the U.S. will do just that – 
nothing. 

One of the reasons the U.S. has so much trouble with taking part in climate action is because much of the 
U.S. is not educated on the topic. In a meeting I attended today in the U.S. Center presented by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) about climate literacy, some statistics and 
graphs were presented about how much people know about climate change. They said that 40% of people 
worldwide have never even heard of the climate change issue. This translates to 1.9 billion people 
worldwide having not a clue about global warming. Even though this is a world statistic, many of their 
graphs showed the U.S. as not being very climate literate. According to their surveys, many people in the 
U.S. have heard of global warming, but do not think it is due to human activities. One of their graphs 
showed that 25% of Americans do not see climate change as a personal threat. I see these figures as an 
obvious example that the general population in the U.S. needs to be informed about climate change. Once 
everyone knows and understands the importance of climate change, I think there will be a much greater 
push for action in Congress. 

 


