
The Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
was enacted in 1973. Opponents 
and proponents have been squab-
bling ever since then over whether 
it promotes the viability of endan-
gered species or is a costly failure 
that spawns lawsuits and wastes tax-
payer money. An independent study 
released recently shows that popu-
lations of most listed species in the 
Northeast improved signifi cantly 
under the ESA, the bald eagle most 
notably. Other species are stabiliz-
ing, the report said.

The fi rst-of-its-kind study by the 
Center for Biological Diversity 
was conducted because of concerns 
about proposed altering of the ESA 
process. At least 38 of the 41 endan-
gered species in the Northeast have 
increased in number or maintained 
stable populations since being list-
ed, the report says. About seven 
percent of species are in decline. No 
species has become extinct since 
being listed. The analysis included 
all species for which there were at 
least six years of data and a recov-
ery timeline, comprising 73 percent 
of those listed.

“We fi nd that the Endangered Spe-
cies Act has been remarkably suc-
cessful in the region,” said the CBD 
report.

In particular, the bald eagle popula-
tion soared from 417 pairs in 1963 
to 7,230 by 2003. Populations of the 
American Peregrine Falcon, the At-
lantic Piping Plover, the humpback 
whale, the Puritan Tiger Beetle, and 
the American Hart’s-Tounge Fern 
also increased.

Such results are unlikely to satisfy 
those in Congress who say the act 
is a boondoggle. Less than one per-
cent of the endangered species put 
on the list since 1973 have recov-
ered enough to be taken off, critics 
say.

Leading the way to change the ESA 
is Representative Richard Pombo of 
California, chairman of the House 
Resources Committee. He spon-
sored ESA overhaul legislation that 
passed the House last fall. Similar 
ESA legislation could surface in the 
Senate as soon as this month.

Government data “makes it clear the 
vast majority of these species have 
not improved,” said Representative 
Pombo in a statement last year. Just 

ten species have recovered enough 
to be removed from the list since the 
act was passed in 1973, with 60 per-
cent of species “uncertain” or “de-
clining,” according to U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service reports. 

Congress May Overhaul ESA 
At least 38 of 41 endangered species in the Northeast have increased in 
number or maintained stable populations since being listed.
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