
California hunters face a new restric-
tion aimed at protecting the endan-
gered condor.

Hunters issued depredation permits 
— which allow for the shooting of 
animals deemed a nuisance or threat 
— will have to use nonlead ammuni-
tion when in condor country under 
a settlement reached Wednesday 
between environmental groups and 
the state Department of Fish and 
Game.

The move is an extension of a lead 
ammunition ban adopted last year by 
the state Fish and Game Commission 
for hunting in the condor’s range.

Environmentalists have sought a 
ban on all lead ammunition because 
condors feed on carcases shot by 
hunters and left in the fi eld. They say 
the birds ingest lead fragments and 
pellets, and studies have shown lead 
causes reproductive problems and 
death among the birds.

“No one wants the hunters to stop 
hunting. The condors depend on 
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hunters,” said Adam Keats, attor-
ney for The Center for Biological 
Diversity, one of the environmental 
groups that sued the state Department 
of Fish and Game in federal court to 
expand the ban.

Depredation hunting was not covered 
under the original ban.

“The condors are scavengers. They 
rely on hunters, but it’s sort of a 
double-edged sword,” Keats said.

The intent of a lead ammunition ban 
in the condor range is to allow the 
birds and hunters to safely coexist, 
he said.

As part of the settlement, the Fish and 
Game Commission has also agreed to 
consider a similar lead ammunition 
ban for hunting small mammals that 
are also part of the condor diet, such 
as jackrabbits and opossums.

The condor, a fully protected species 
under state law, is also granted pro-
tections under the state’s Ridley-Tree 
Condor Preservation Act.

During the 1980s and ‘90s, the Cali-
fornia condor — North America’s 
largest land bird with wing spans 

reaching 10 feet and weighing up to 
25 pounds — nearly went extinct.

The birds have been making a 
comeback in the wild through rein-
troduction efforts such as that of the 
Ventana Wildlife Society, the only 
nonprofit organization releasing 
condors in California.

Daniel Lopez can be reached at 
dlopez@montereyherald.com or 
646-4494.

For information about hunting re-
strictions in the condor range and the 
lead ammunition ban, see


