
Hunters in the California Condor 
range appear to have been almost 
unanimous in complying with new 
state hunting regulations that ban 
bullets containing lead for hunting 
where condors scavenge. 

The ban went into effect last year to 
prevent the big birds from ingesting 
lead bullets or shot from carcasses 
left by hunters and then suffering 
from lead poisoning. Scientists say 
the condors are particularly suscep-
tible to lead poisoning and studies 
have contended that the major cause 
of death among the carrion birds has 
been from swallowing lead. 

Nancy Foley, chief of law enforce-
ment for the state Department of Fish 
and Game, reported at the state Fish 
and Game Commission’s February 
meeting in Sacramento that game 
wardens have found hunters to be 99 
percent in compliance with the ban, 
hunting with copper or other non-
lead bullets in Central and Southern 
California condor country. She said 
only 63 warnings and nine citations 
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needed to be issued for illegal pos-
session or use of lead ammunition in 
the condor range. 

According to the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity, 169 condors were 
flying free in the wild at the end of 
2008, 87 of them in California. 

The Ridley-Tree Condor Preserva-
tion Act, signed into law in 2007, 
requires hunters to use nonlead am-
munition for hunting big game such 
as deer, elk, pigs and bighorn sheep, 
and shooting coyotes. 

The state Fish and Game Commis-
sion approved additional regulations 
in 2007 expanding the nonlead re-
quirements to hunting of nongame 
mammals and birds and prohibiting 
the use of lead .22-caliber and small-
er rimfire cartridges for nongame 
hunting in the condor range, which 
includes all or parts of 13 central and 
southern counties, including all of 
Monterey and San Benito counties, 
and seven deer-hunting zones. 


