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The Center for Biological Diversity heightened its efforts to find those responsible for the shootings of two California 
condors with a campaign to distribute Old West-like wanted posters offering $40,000 on Thursday. 

Officials hope the money encourages people who have information on the case to help solve the crime. 

"This poster campaign will flesh out these people," private investigator Bruce Robertson said. 

Robertson was hired by the Center in April after a condor was found shot in Big Sur on April 4 a little more than two weeks 
after biologists found another condor with shotgun pellets. 

"This is a gross violation of the law," said Adam Keats, director of the Urban Wildlands Program for the Center for 
Biological Diversity. Thousands of people have worked, and millions of money spent, on the condor reintroduction 
campaign. 

"We won't be satisfied until we apprehend the criminals responsible," Keats said. 

The world's condor population is about 300. The Pinnacles is home to a total of 23 free-flying condors. In 1982, the 
population of the birds fell to 22, mainly due to lead poisoning from eating dead animals with lead bullets. 

Keats said the investigation is meant to "supplement" ongoing state and federal investigations into the shootings. 

Pinnacles area 

For weeks, Robertson has been investigating the shootings covertly until he narrowed his focus around the Pinnacles 
area. Now he's getting the word out and looking for anyone who can help, Keats said. 

Robertson plans on distributing about 600 posters - also available in Spanish - throughout Central California from Hollister 
to Lockwood to Big Sur. Another 300 will be mailed out to these areas. 

"People will talk," Robertson said, adding his idea of a Western-like "WANTED" poster was to reach out to the large 
ranching community in the area. 

"There's a real western spirit out there," he said. "Back in the day, the worst thing you can was steal somebody's horse; 
today, it's shooting an endangered species." 

Robertson, an investigator for 30 years, received a crash course on the birds when he was hired. As part of his training, 
he tagged along with a group of biologists during release of a condor into the wild in April. 

"They're just amazing," he said. 

The Center for Biological Diversity, a group committed to addressing environmental issues, helped raise the reward the 
money through donations from various organizations including the Humane Society and the Ventana Wildlife Society. 

Additional Facts 
TO HELP  
Anyone with information regarding the shooting of condors can call the Condor Tip Line at 1-800-840-1272 or e-mail condortip@gmail.com 


