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Can Condi Have an Extension?

In the global classroom, the Bush administration ranks below average yet again in environmental studies.

Three environmental non-profits, Center for Biological Diversity, Friends of the Earth, and Greenpeace petitioned
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice for a long overdue U.S. report on climate change. The United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) required the U.S. to issue a Climate Action Report on January 1, 2006. 

The UNFCC aims to stabilize the level of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere and prevent the dangerous environmental
and economic effects of climate change. The treaty requires parties to submit periodic Climate Action Reports on
initiatives they are taking to curb global warming and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

It’s now 11 months past the deadline, and the Bush administration still hasn’t produced the report. The UNFCC meets in
Kenya this week and next to discuss global warming, and will have to do it without the US report.

In a news release issued by the Center for Biological Diversity:

‘As the world’s largest emitter of greenhouse gases and a non-party to the Kyoto Protocol, you would think
that the U.S. could at least meet its modest commitment to issue a timely Climate Action Report,’ stated
Julie Teel, a staff attorney in the Center for Biological Diversity’s Climate, Air and Energy Program. ‘With
the daily influx of new scientific and economic data highlighting the urgency of immediate action to address
climate change, the Bush administration’s failure to take even this meager step in the right direction is an
indicator of just how far out of step it is with the desire of the majority of Americans to do something about
global warming.’

Come on Condi, you’re the Secretary of State! Even middle school class presidents know how to turn in assignments on
time. And we happen to know that global warming isn’t too keen on granting extensions.

-Sarah Parsons


