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By Ryan Davis

Law360, New York (December 10, 2009) -- As President Barack Obama prepares for the climate

change conference in Copenhagen,  three U.S.  senators  have unveiled a plan for a compromise

climate bill that is aimed at courting support from Republicans.

The proposal by Sens. John Kerry, D-Mass.; Joe Lieberman, I-Conn.; and Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,

calls for cuts to U.S. greenhouse gas emissions of 17 percent by 2020, rather than the 20 percent

called for in the current Senate bill, and adds incentives for the building of nuclear power plants and

for offshore oil and gas drilling.

“Over the past month, we have been working together to develop consensus on a comprehensive

pollution reduction and energy independence plan,” the senators wrote in a letter to Obama. “As

you depart for Copenhagen,  we wanted to  provide an assessment of  where we see the debate

heading.”

White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs said in a statement that the framework released by the

senators was “a positive development toward reaching a strong, unified and bipartisan agreement in

the U.S. Senate.”

Senate Republicans have shown little interest in supporting climate change legislation, and every

Republican member of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee boycotted a November

vote on a climate change bill.

The boycott was mounted after chairwoman Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., rejected their request to delay

the vote until the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency completed an analysis of the Senate bill.

Kerry,  Lieberman  and  Graham,  the  only  Senate  Republican  to  have endorsed  the  climate  bill,

announced shortly after that vote that they were working on a “dual track” version of the bill  in

cooperation with the White House and business interests.

At a press conference announcing their plan on Thursday, Lieberman acknowledged that proponents

of a climate change bill were far from attracting the 60 votes needed to pass a bill in the Senate.
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The letter sent to Obama by the senators calls a 17 percent reduction of greenhouse gases below

2005 levels over the next decade "achievable and reasonable."

It  also  states  that  additional  nuclear  power  plants  are  essential  for  reducing  greenhouse  gas

emissions, and calls  for making it easier to  finance the construction of  new nuclear plants and

developing new ways to minimize nuclear waste.

The letter also states that coal is important to America's fuel mix and outlines a plan to make it less

difficult to build new coal facilities.

The senators also proposed a federal pollution control system set by Congress so as to avoid the

"patchwork of inconsistent state and regional regulations" currently in effect.

Kierán Suckling, executive director of the Center for Biological Diversity, said in a statement that the

group was concerned that the plan put forth by the three senators “will weaken an already too-weak

approach to climate change.”

“If a Senate bill  is to have any chance of heading off the climate disaster threatening millions of

people, it must guarantee that the planet’s carbon dioxide level is reduced to 350 parts per million

by reducing U.S. greenhouse gas emissions 45 percent below 1990 levels by 2020,” Suckling said.
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