
Saturday, December 9, 2006

Groups take Nursery Products fight to Board of Supervisors
By AARON AUPPERLEE / Staff Writer

BARSTOW — Groups opposed to the proposed Nursery Products site for composting bio-solids and green materials on a
portion of 160 acres near Hinkley filed an appeal Thursday to overturn a decision made by the San Bernardino County
Planning Commission last week.

The Center for Biological Diversity, Helphinkley.org, Desert Citizens Against Pollution, and the Center on Race, Poverty
and the Environment seek to overturn the Planning Commission’s approval of a conditional-use permit for the composting
site by bringing the issue to the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors. The board will hear the appeal on Dec. 19.

Kassie R. Siegel, the climate, air, and energy program director at the Center of Biological Diversity, said the Planning
Commission’s decision would have become final if the group had not filed the appeal.

“We believe the decision of the Planning Commission was unlawful,” she said.

According to Siegel, the environmental impact report prepared by the county concerning the site did not adequately
address the environmental concerns of area residents. She also said that the project is in violation of county code and
thought the project is being rushed.

“I have never seen a project move this quickly,” she said.

Siegel hopes the Board of Supervisors will come to a different conclusion than the Planning Commission.

“You always like to hope your elected officials follow the law,” she said.

Brian Lochrie, vice president of Faubel Public Affairs, which handles the Nursery Products project, hopes the Board of
Supervisors will reach the same decision as the Planning Commission.

“We pleased that the Planning Commission decided 4-0 to make their decision based on the science and not hysteria,” he
said. “We’re confident the Board of Supervisors will do the same.”

In the meantime, Norman Diaz, of Helphinkley.org, said the Hinkley community has been raising money to continue to fight
the process. Hinkley residents will host a garage sale today at the Hinkley Store on Hinkley Boulevard to raise money to
off-set the cost of the appeal, to provide transportation to the Dec. 19 meeting and for possible future legal battles.

“At some point we’ll have to think about the long term, but right now we are focusing on bringing this issue to the board,”
he said.

If the board denies the appeal, Siegel said, the groups opposing Nursery Products could take the matter to court.


