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Company opts not to buy local rail line 
 
By Karen Weil 

Herald/Review

BISBEE — One company’s plans to buy a rail line running from Paul Spur to Benson are apparently
not going to happen. 

According to the official Web site for the U.S. Surface Transportation Board, a motion to
withdraw an application to purchase the rail line was filed Wednesday for Sonora-Arizona
International LLC. 

That opens the door for a potential trail, said Michelle Herrington, rivers program director
with the Center for Biological Diversity in Tucson .

She said her group was elated with the situation.

“(The rail line) won’t be turned into a toxic corridor of sulphuric acid,” she added.

The motion means a lawsuit filed by the center is now moot, Herrington said.

Last month, the Phoenix-based center filed a complaint in U.S. District Court against the U.S.
Surface Transportation Board for failing to consider impacts of a rail line on the San Pedro
Riparian National Conservation Area, especially if trains running on the rail carried hazardous
chemicals.

Charles Sotelo, manager of the Sonora-Arizona International Corp., which wanted to buy the
abandoned rail line, could not be reached for comment on Wednesday.

In a June 16 Herald/Review article, Soltelo said the center’s lawsuit did not faze him.

“We understand the issue on both sides, and we understand there will be closure,” he said.

An investment group made an offer to buy the inactive rail line as one way of creating jobs,
Sotelo said at the time.

The STB — an economic regulatory agency with duties including the review of proposed railroad
mergers — approved the rail line’s sale on May 3. An STB representative was unavailable for
comment on Wednesday.

Herrington said attorneys for San Pedro Railroad Co. are reclaiming the withdrawl proceeding.
She said she believes STB may decide next week whether to allow removal of rails, a necessary
step to create a trail program.

Paul Newman, a Cochise County supervisor whose district includes Bisbee, said a trail system
will be an agenda item at next Tuesday’s Board of Supervisors meeting, where supervisors may
discuss possible funding for it.

Newman said the withdrawal is good news for the San Pedro River and its protection. He added the
rails could always be put back, if necessary, if trail plans don’t proceed.

Jim Mahoney, outdoor recreation planner on the San Pedro for the Bureau of Land Management in
Sierra Vista , said he is pleased that a non-profit organization based out of New Mexico , Trust
for Public Land , will have the opportunity to pursue turning the rail line into a trail.

“This is a regional opportunity, not just one for the BLM,” he said. “We’re going to have to
regroup and get back and really investigate the details.”

KAREN WEIL can be reached at 515-4620 or karen.weil@svherald.com .
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