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Environmental groups filed petitions today with seven federal agencies seeking more coordinated planning and responses to global
warming, including an assessment of how climate change will affect thousands of the world's species.

The Center for Biological Diversity is the lead author of the petition, which asks the government to factor climate change into
everything from habitat designations to road building and permit approval for new energy projects.

In its request under the Administrative Procedure Act, 10 groups overall from Maine to Idaho insisted that climate change and natural
habitat destruction threaten as much as one quarter of the world's species. The Arizona-based Center for Biological Diversity is
responsible for a much publicized Bush administration decision to examine how melting sea ice has threatened the habitat of the
polar bear.

Today's petition, filed with U.S. EPA and the departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, Interior and Transportation,
asks for a number of changes in U.S. policies.

For example, the groups want the Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries Service to inventory within three years all
threatened and endangered species likely to be affected by climate change. The two agencies should also determine if their
recovery plans need to be updated to assess the threats of global warming, according to the petition.

The petition also presses the seven departments to be mindful of their decisions so they do not undermine the recovery of threatened
or endangered species. The groups also want all agencies to include the potential effects of global warming on species "when
undertaking any major federal action," such as highway construction or energy permitting.

For instance, the petition could force the Bureau of Reclamation to take declining snowpack as a result of climate change into
account when allocating water releases for threatened and endangered salmon. Or require the Forest Service to take warming under
consideration when developing long-range management and fire plans.

Recent studies indicate that rising temperatures are lengthening the wildfire season and Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth last
month warned foresters to take climate change seriously. "The biggest challenge will be the effect of climate change on the natural
resources in our care," said Bosworth, noting that some of the infestations of invasive species and insects the Forest Service has
been coping with may be due to global warming as well (E&ENews PM, Jan. 12).

Conservation groups gave the agencies 90 days to respond, and they have left open the prospect of a lawsuit in federal court if not
satisfied.

"The point of this petition is not litigation," said William Snape, a senior counsel to the Center for Biological Diversity. "The point is to
prod the administration to get out in front of the curve."

It should not take a petition or lawsuit to convince FWS and other agencies to consider the effects of climate change on species
because the Endangered Species Act already mandates the use of best available science, said John Kostyack, a National Wildlife
Federation attorney.

"Arguably they could easily do it under existing requirements," Kostyack said. "This petition is meant to point out what's not
happening and light a fire under the agencies. Most agencies haven't taken the newly emerging science into account in their
management plans."

But the administration responded by emphasizing its support for cooperative conservation over additional regulatory requirements.

"The biggest obstacle in the way of wildlife recovery is needless paperwork; the strongest momentum behind wildlife recovery is the
cooperative work of land owners and managers who complete conservation projects in wildlife habitat -- we will evaluate this petition
with these principles in mind," said Kristen Hellmer, spokeswoman for the White House's Council on Environmental Quality. CEQ is
the coordinating body for all federal environmental agencies.

Global warming legislation introduced last month by Sens. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) would mandate
climate issues be included in all federal environmental impact statements.



Click here to view the petition.
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