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GROUPS SUE WHITE HOUSE FOR SQUELCHED NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF CLIMATE IMPACTS 

Three environmental groups have sued the Bush White House for suppressing a legally required assessment of how global
warming would affect different regions of the U.S.

They want the administration to obey a 1990 law that requires the government to do such a study every four years. The
Clinton administration produced the first such study in 2000, and the Bush administration, at the urging of industry groups,
has spent the last six years trying to un-publish it. An updated study was due by law in 2004, but the groups charge that the
administration has simply ignored the law and want a court to compel it to conduct and publish the overdue study.

The Center for Biological Diversity, Greenpeace, and Friends of the Earth sued William Brennan (acting director of the U.S.
Climate Change Science Program) and John Marburger III (director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy)
on Nov. 14, 2006, in the federal district court for the Northern District of California. They want the Bush administration to
produce a new version of what is called the "National Assessment of Climate Change." The Global Change Research Act of
1990 requires the National Assessment to be done every four years.

"This administration has denied and suppressed the science of global warming at every turn," said Julie Teel of CBD, one of
the attorneys arguing the case. "They know the update will affirm what the world's leading climate scientists believe: that
we need immediate and substantial cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. It is a complete head-in-the-sand approach to a
looming global catastrophe."

Sens. John Kerry (D-MA) and John McCain (R-AZ) asked the nonpartisan U.S. Government Accountability Office in April 2005 to
investigate the missing report. GAO determined that the administration had in fact missed the 2004 deadline, saying its plan
to do a partial and piecemeal study over a longer time did not meet the law's requirements.

The CBD has also complained of the federal government's failure to produce another climate report required by treaty. The
so-called "Climate Action Report" is required by the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change — a document which was
a precursor to the Kyoto Protocol, and which was actually signed and ratified by the U.S. CBD and the two other groups
petitioned Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to produce the Climate Action Report, which was due under the UNFCCC on
January 1, 2006.


