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Environmental groups big and small are amplifying their push for an aggressive global warming bill with letters and television ads 
aimed at senators considered critical to this fall's expected debate. 

The World Wildlife Fund debuted television ads on Monday in five states home to lawmakers still on the fence on the climate bill: 
Alaska, Indiana, Maine, Montana and North Dakota. 

In Indiana, the WWF commercial cites a federal climate science study that reports heavy downpours are twice as frequent as a 
century ago, as well as more frequent flooding damage and greater threats to public health. 

"They talk about global warming, but what we care about is Indiana changing before our eyes," the narrator says. "Is that the Indiana 
we want to leave to our kids?" 

Similar warnings about the state-specific implications from climate change appear in the other ads, which WWF plans to air for the 
next two weeks. WWF spokesman Joe Pouliot declined to comment on how much the environmental group is spending to broadcast 
the commercials. 

Also today, more than 300 environmental groups released a letter urging the Senate to craft a stronger climate bill than H.R. 2454, 
legislation approved by the House in June. 

The Center for Biological Diversity, Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace and Public Citizen took the lead on the letter calling for emission 
reduction targets that bring global atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations down to 350 parts per million -- a difficult task 
considering the planet is already at more than 385 ppm. 

Other top-tier items for the groups include removal of House-passed language that takes away U.S. EPA's authority under the Clean 
Air Act to set climate regulations for new and existing coal-fired power plants. 

And the groups press for the elimination or a tight limit on offsets, which they argue could undermine carbon markets while allowing 
industry to release more emissions, especially in local communities that are home to minorities and other vulnerable populations. 

Democratic authors of the House climate bill insist they wrote the best bill possible and have defended the language now being 
targeted by environmental groups. 

"I think compromise is a good thing, not a bad thing," Rep. Henry Waxman (D-Calif.), the chairman of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, said in July during a panel discussion hosted by National Journal. 

Addressing complaints about the language involving EPA's ability to regulate for greenhouse gas emissions, Waxman replied, "The 
kind of regulation EPA would impose is not as ideal from an environmental or an industry point of view. People say, 'How can you give 
that up?' And I say that really was an opportunity to drive the legislation forward." 

In their letter, the environmental groups counter that the House legislation authored by Waxman and Rep. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) 
doesn't do enough to address the threats from climate change. 

"We recognize the massive political effort that is necessary to pass climate legislation, but a bill with inadequate targets, loophole-
ridden mechanisms, rollbacks of our flagship environmental laws, and inadequate financing to help developing countries address 
climate change will move us in the wrong direction," they wrote. 

Several less recognized organizations also signed onto the letter, including the Minnesota chapter of the American Massage 
Therapists Association, the Colorado Grizzly Project and Romm 'n' Legions, a group of self-described avid fans of liberal blogger Joe 
Romm. 

A separate group of more than 1,000 small-business and community leaders also joined in the Senate climate debate with their own 
letter to lawmakers today urging passage of a bill that is stronger than the House legislation. The letter, organized by 1Sky, calls for a 
20 percent cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020, as well as a ban on construction of new coal-fired power plants. 

"We cannot afford to continue to be driven by special interests preventing progress on clean energy jobs legislation in Congress, and 
reflexively saying 'no' to anything that smacks of progress towards a competitive clean energy future for American business," the letter
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said. 

Sens. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and John Kerry (D-Mass.) plan to release a draft version of their climate bill on Sept. 8, with Boxer 
gearing up for a markup in the Environment and Public Works Committee before the Sept. 28 deadline set by Senate Democratic 
leaders. Five other Senate committees are expected to contribute to the legislation, which Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) has 
said could be on the floor by October. 

Click here to read the environmental groups' letter. 

Click here to read the letter from the small businesses and community organizers. 
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