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Clark County: Let’s fire up the growth machine again!
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Don’t know whether you’ve had time to read the newspapers between bites of Milk Bone dipped in
peanut butter, but — hurray! — the recession’s supposedly over. Not quite convinced? Well, look no
further than a bunch of local governments and government agencies — Clark County, Boulder City,
Henderson, Las Vegas, Mesquite, North Las Vegas and the Nevada Department of Transportation —
that are ready to fire up the growth machine again.

Tomorrow [1], the Department of the Interior will start the process to consider Clark County and
friends’ pitch to get the OK from the federal government to “disturb” (read: kill) threatened and
endangered species on 215,000 acres in Southern Nevada.

What does that mean? It means these guys see more growth on the horizon — prodded by a
recovering economy, emboldened by the prospect of the Southern Nevada Water Authority’s rural
water pipeline. It means these guys expect lots of private and federal land where threatened and
endangered species live, whether it’s the desert tortoise or the desert willow flycatcher, to
become ripe for development in coming decades. (Here’s a summary of Growth, Inc.’s pitch [2], as
well as a list of upcoming public meetings.)

The thing is, these local governments already scored a federal permit to incidentally kill
endangered species on 145,000 acres in 2001; they’ve still got 67,000 acres left to “use” on that old
permit.

Asking permission to skirt the Endangered Species Act on an additional 215,000 acres means the
county and friends are thinking ahead. Thinking ahead in exactly the wrong way.

Props to the Center for Biological Diversity [3] for the heads up.
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