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This story appeared in the Antelope Valley Press on Tuesday, November 29, 2005. 

By LISA WAHLA HOWARD 
Valley Press Staff Writer 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Santa Clarita lost another round 
in Judge Dickran Tevrizian's 
court last week in the city's long 
battle against a large mine 
planned by Cemex for Soledad 
Canyon. 
 
One of several lawsuits filed by 
the city regarding the mining 
proposal, this one claimed 
violations of the federal 
Endangered Species Act and 
named the Bureau of Land 
Management, the U.S. 
Department of the Interior and 
other agencies as defendants. 
 
Nov. 22, Tevrizian denied all 17 
of the city's claims, some of 
which related to the mine's 
potential effects on the 
endangered arroyo toad, 
unarmored three-spine 
stickleback fish and slender-
horned spineflower. 
 
"Plaintiffs' claims are belied by 
the Administrative Record, 
comprised of nearly 30,000 
pages compiled over an 
approximate 12-year period by 
two federal agencies, which 
completely supports and 
justifies the Federal Defendants' 
analysis and conclusions," 
Tevrizian wrote in his decision. 
 
Kerry Shapiro, a Cemex 
attorney, said the ruling moves 
the company closer to providing 
the sand and gravel needed to 

produce aggregate for 
construction. 
 
"A lot of the predictions about 
aggregate shortages are coming 
true … and I think that is 
reflected in the fact that the cost 
(of the materials) is going up," 
Shapiro said. "There is a lot of 
market pressure to move 
forward with this project." 
 
Cemex plans to mine some 56.1 
million tons of salable sand and 
gravel over 20 years from a 
460-acre section of Soledad 
Canyon. 
 
The company must apply for 
other permits before beginning 
mining, but has been 
concentrating on the various 
lawsuits first, Shapiro said. 
 
City leaders, and elected leaders 
in the Antelope Valley, fear the 
mine's effects on the 
environment, traffic and air 
quality in the region. 
 
Michael Murphy, Santa 
Clarita's intergovernmental 
relations officer, said the city 
will appeal the ruling. 
 
"We feel we have a strong case, 
and we will go to 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeal to appeal the 
trial judge's ruling," Murphy 
said, noting the ruling "was not 
unexpected." 

 
Tevrizian presided over 
Cemex's lawsuit against Los 
Angeles County when the 
county initially denied the 
company the mining permit in 
2002. The lawsuit was settled 
when the county reversed its 
decision and issued the permit 
under a consent decree 
approved by Tevrizian in 2004. 
 
The city appealed the consent 
decree to the 9th Circuit, where 
it has been awaiting action for 
nearly a year. Earlier in that 
case, Tevrizian twice denied the 
city's attempt to intervene, but 
on appeal, the 9th Circuit 
decided in favor of the city's 
intervention. 
 
Also awaiting action from the 
9th Circuit Court is an appeal 
by the Center for Biological 
Diversity on another legal 
victory for Cemex. The 
environmental group also sued 
over alleged violations of the 
Endangered Species Act, and 
U.S. District Judge Robert M. 
Takasugi ruled for Cemex. 
 
The city now owns the surface 
rights to the acres, but that 
doesn't change Cemex's right to 
the minerals beneath the 
surface, granted by the federal 
Bureau of Land Management. 
 



The city soon will file an 
application with the Local 
Agency Formation Commission 
to annex 1,885 acres straddling 
the Antelope Valley Freeway, 
including the site of the mine, 
city senior planner Kai Luoma 
said. The region, south of Agua 
Dulce, borders the northeastern 
boundary of an area the city is 
also trying to annex, the site of 
the Stonecrest housing 
development. 
 
Cemex opposes the annexation, 
Shapiro said. 
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