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CARLSBAD – The state Coastal 
Commission and environmental 
groups have criticized the city's 
environmental impact report on a 
proposed seawater desalination 
plant, but the city contends the 
project would present no 
significant or uncorrectable 
damage.  

The city released the final 
environmental impact report, or 
EIR, yesterday. 

The Planning Commission will 
conduct an informational hearing 
on the proposal Dec. 21 at City 
Hall, 1200 Carlsbad Village Drive, 
and a follow-up hearing next 
month. The City Council is likely to 
hold its hearing on the report and 
the project in February. 

Privately held Poseidon Resources 
is proposing to desalinate 50 
million gallons a day of seawater at 
a 4-acre plant to be built alongside 
the Encina Power Station at 
Carlsbad Boulevard and Cannon 
Road. 

The plant would be one of the first 
large-scale desalination plants in 
the state. A gradual decline in the 
cost of desalination is making the 
technology an attractive alternative 
to traditional sources of drinking 
water. 

Poseidon proposes to build the 
$270 million plant and tap the 
stream of water from Agua 
Hedionda Lagoon that the power 
station uses to cool its electrical 
generators. Poseidon also plans to 
buy electricity from the station to 
power the desalination plant. 

The draft environmental impact 
report on the desalination plant, 
which the city released May 13, 
drew 59 comments from the 
public. Most were positive or 
neutral. About 20 were negative or 
raised questions about the plant's 
operation or the environmental 
findings. 

The marriage of the desalination 
plant to the power station was the 
focus of several critics. 

The state Coastal Commission, one 
of the agencies that eventually 
would have to issue a permit for 
the plant, raised 18 objections in a 
10-page letter that said, "There are 
numerous significant 
shortcomings in the EIR 
(environmental impact report) that 
make it inadequate for purposes of 
CEQA review and for use in 
determining the proposed project's 
conforming to the Coastal Act." 

CEQA is the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 

The power station cycles an 
average of 576 million gallons a 
day of ocean water through the 
plant, discharging it into the ocean 
after it has cooled the generators. 

Poseidon proposes to divert 100 
million gallons a day of that water 
as it leaves the power station and 
before it returns to the ocean, then 
filter and desalinate half that and 
introduce it into the public water 
system. The other half would 
return to the ocean with twice the 
salinity as when it was drawn from 
the lagoon. 

The Coastal Commission and 
environmental groups questioned 
the desalination plant's plan to tap 
the water the power station uses. 

A letter from the Planning and 
Conservation League, an 
environmental coalition, pointed 
out that regulations recently 
passed by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency are aimed at 
reducing by 80 percent to 95 
percent the number of fish and 
marine life killed when the power 
station draws seawater in from the 
lagoon. 

In its response, the city says the 
power station is renewing its water 
discharge permit to meet those 
new standards, and the city and 
Poseidon do not expect the 
changes to significantly affect the 
planned operation of the 
desalination plant. 

Other comments, including one 
from a consortium of 
environmental groups that 
included the Sierra Club, the 
Surfrider Foundation and the 
Center for Biological Diversity, 
challenged the planned private 
ownership of the plant, saying it 
could lead to unnecessary 
increases in the price of water, or 
attempts to circumvent 
environmental law. 

But Peter MacLaggan, Poseidon's 
senior vice president, said in an 
interview that those criticisms 
were off point, that Poseidon has 
signed an agreement with Carlsbad 
fixing the price of the water, and is 
negotiating with the San Diego 
County Water Authority. 



"Ratepayers are assured that it will 
never exceed what they would have 
paid otherwise," MacLaggan said. 

And he said he did not understand 
the criticism that the project would 
be privately held, saying that had 
no bearing on the environmental 
analysis. 

"The impacts are the impacts," he 
said. 

The public may view the final 
environmental impact report 
through Poseidon's Web site at 
carlsbaddesal.com 

The city also plans on Monday to 
put the report on its Web site, 
www.ci.carlsbad.ca.us/ 
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