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A San Bernardino County Superior
Court judge sided with three environ-
mental groups Wednesday, ruling that
further environmental review is required
for a proposed church in Running
Springs.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints project, approved by the
Board of Supervisors last September,
is proposed to be built on 7.7 acres
along Highway18 near Nob Hill Drive,
an area environmentalists describe as
fire-prone forest land that is habitat to
some rare and endangered species.

The groups -- the Center for Biological
Diversity, the San Bernardino Valley
Audubon Society and the Save Our
Forest Association -- said the county
violated the California Environmental
Quality Act by approving the project
without an environmental impact report.

Judge John Wade found that there was
sufficient evidence to show that the
project could affect habitat, induce
growth and increase traffic, said Peter
Jorris, a board member with the
Audubon Society.

Jorris said the groups were concerned
about the precedent the county was
setting in approving major projects
without appropriate environmental

study.

Last year, environmentalists challenged
the county's decision not to seek a study
for a proposed 860-student school in
Rimforest. The project proponent, the
Church of the Woods, later withdrew
its application and agreed to prepare
an environmental study.

"We felt it was inappropriate to bend
the rules in some cases and not uphold
those principles of sound planning,"
Jorris said.

Deputy County Counsel Mitchell
Norton declined to comment on the
decision.

Mike Scullin, spokesman for the church
and past bishop of the congregation,
said church members haven't decided
whether they will appeal or conduct an
environmental study.

"Needless to say, we're very disap-
pointed with the judicial decision to
hold up the project," Scullin said.

Church leaders have said the project is
needed to provide members in Running
Springs a place of their own to wor-
ship. The closest church is eight miles
away in Lake Arrowhead, where two
Sunday services are held to accommo-
date the growing membership.
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The 12,868-square-foot church build-
ing would include a chapel, classrooms,
offices and a cultural center.


