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Church project upheld
Supervisors reject claims that plans would cause major environmental impacts

San Bernardino County supervisors Tues-
day rejected claims from environmental-
ists that a Mormon church planned in
Running Springs could increase traffic,
disrupt threatened or endangered species,
and lead to more growth. Four environ-
mental groups had appealed the June Plan-
ning Commission approval of a 12,868-
square-foot church building on 7.7 acres
along Highway 18, saying the project re-
quired an environmental study. The project
includes a chapel, classrooms, offices and
a cultural center.

But county planners disputed those criti-
cisms and sided with the church in find-
ing that the project would cause no major
impacts. They said the project would ac-
tually decrease traffic and air pollution as
it would shorten the trips that church
members already make to attend service
farther away in Lake Arrowhead.

Supervisors, who voted unanimously,
with Supervisor Patti Aguiar absent, said
they saw no reason to doubt that assess-
ment. The board approved a mitigated
negative declaration, finding that a more
lengthy environmental study is not
needed.

"I see no evidence in the record of sub-
stantial environmental issues," board
Chairman Dennis Hansberger said.

Members of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints said they were glad
to have a church in their own commu-
nity, serving residents of Running Springs,

Arrowbear and Green Valley Lake.

Marci Syme, a mother of five from Run-
ning Springs, said she's relieved she won't
have to make the half-hour trip to Lake
Arrowhead, especially in the winter, when
driving can be dangerous.

"I'm thrilled," said Syme, who visits the
church several times a week. "It's been a
long, long wait."

Critics said they were just as concerned
about the process the county is following
as they were with the church project,
fearing it may set a precedent for future
growth.

They said the only way to fully evaluate
the project is through a full environmen-
tal impact report.

"We see each of these small incremental
increases," said Steven Farrell, a member
of the Sierra Club Mountains Group,
which filed the appeal along with the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity, Save Our For-
est Association, and San Bernardino Val-
ley Audubon Society.

Some residents in the mountain commu-
nities have become more concerned about
growth in the area following last fall's fire,
citing fire danger and the bark beetle in-
festation in the forest.

Hansberger said the board is aware of the
concerns and hopes to address them as
the county updates its general plans.

"We clearly have issues that need to be
addressed on the mountain," he said.
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