
Tomorrow is Endangered Species 
Day as proclaimed by the U.S. 
Senate, a day to encourage people 
to become educated and aware of 
successes, as well as threats, to en-
dangered species.

The Act was signed into law in 
1973.

The Center for Biological Diversity 
has created a website, www.esa-
success.org detailing conservation 
efforts that helped 100 endangered 
species in the U.S. to pull back from 
that brink of extinction and start to 
thrive once again.

Among the successes in the Rocky 
Mountain States are:

-- Black-footed ferret: Thought to 
be extinct, in 1980 there were 18 
captured in Wyoming and from 
them, a captive breeding program 
has led to 400 ferrets being released 
in 6 states including Colorado, and 
400 additionally still in breeding 
facilities.

-- Gray wolf: From just about zero 
in the lower states in 1995, reintro-
ductions in Idaho and Yellowstone 
brought the total back to almost 900 
today.

Celebrating Endangered Species Act
successes
By Kenneth Duncan 
Rocky Mountain News -- Whooping crane: One of the most 

endangered of all species, the total 
of 48 birds in 1967 has been nursed 
back to 317 today.

-- Peregrine falcon: Suffering from 
DDT poisoning that caused egg-
shell thinning, when treaties against 
the use of the poison were signed 
with Mexico and other countries, 
the population increased from 324 
in 1975 to 1,700 today and the spe-
cies was delisted in 1999.

-- Grizzly bear: Habitat destruction 
and fragmentation still leaves the 
great bear in danger, but its num-
bers in Yellowstone have increased 
from 250 to 300 in 1975 to over 
575 today.

-- Bald eagle: Another victim of 
DDT, the nation’s symbol has re-
bounded from about 415 in 1963 
to more than 9,250 today and the 
birds are slated for removal from 
the list.
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