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    Two young Mexican gray wolves are
back in captivity after attacking and kill-
ing cattle on a Forest Service grazing
allotment in Arizona.
    The endangered wolves are part of
the federally led effort to reintroduce
lobos to southwestern New Mexico and
southeastern Arizona.
    The 9-month-old siblings, a male and
female from the Aspen Pack, separated
from their parents soon after being
released into the Apache-Sitgreaves
National Forest last summer.
     They were doing well, eating deer
and elk during the fall and winter, said
Shawn Farry, the Arizona Game and Fish
Department’s field team leader for the
wolf program.
     Meanwhile, Gary and Darcy Ely,
owners of the 4 Drag Ranch, brought
71 heifers into a Forest Service pasture
near where the wolves were in Greenlee
County.
     “About the third week, we found
them all bunched and nervous,” Darcy
Ely said in a telephone interview
Thursday. “We found two of them that
had been attacked.”
     One cow had to be destroyed, the
second is on antibiotics and might
recover, she said.
     The wolves also were blamed for

killing a calf after its leg was found.
     “They had been using that area for
months prior to getting into trouble,”
Farry said. “They’re relatively
inexperienced.”
     The wolves were trapped Jan. 25 and
26 on the grazing allotment and now are
at the Sevilleta Wolf Management
Facility in New Mexico. The
reintroduction program team hopes to re-
release them, but probably not together,
Farry said.
     Ely said she was glad to see them
captured. She and her husband have had
trouble with wolves before. Wolves are
believed to have killed five calves and a
horse on their ranch in 2002.
     Ely said the compensation ranchers
get for wolf kills from Defenders of
Wildlife does not make up for the losses.
     “It changes your life,” she said,
adding that it took three days to deal with
the recent round of problems and some
of the 14 pregnant heifers are expected
to miscarry because of the stress.
     The rest of the Aspen Pack— the
alpha pair and one pup— also was
targeted for capture and relocation
recently because they were hanging
around in the Blue River area near
homes.
     They were not involved in any
depredations, however, Farry said.
     The pup was caught in December
and now is at the Ladder Ranch captive

facility in New Mexico awaiting re-
release. The parents have moved out of
the valley away from the homes.
     There are several lone male wolves
in the wild looking for mates. The young
females from the Aspen Pack could be
released near one of those males in
hopes they form a new pair, Farry said.
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