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Howling mad 

Residents air concerns over wolf program 

Grant County ranchers, horse-men and sportsmen are angry.
They're not the only ones, if the people who attended a meet-ing Tuesday afternoon with Agnes C. Oczon Saltman, field
representative from U.S. Sen. Pete Domenici's office, and Grant Olson, staff assistant from U.S. Rep. Stevan Pearce's
office, are any indication. Melanie Goodman from Sen. Jeff Bingaman's office was unable to attend, but said she is willing
to meet with anyone, as schedules allow.
The sole topic of the meeting was the Mexican gray wolf. Some residents had already had their say at the County
Commission work session in the morning, but others weighed in with their complaints.
Mary Ann Sedillo facilitated the meeting, but made it clear that she did it not as a county commis-sioner.
"I set it up with the representa-tives from our congressional dele-gation's offices, because members of the Grant County
Area Cattle Growers and Gila Fish and Gun Club had told me they couldn't get anyone on the federal level to reply to their
calls,' Sedillo said. "I asked (the representatives) to listen to the concerns and take them back to their offices.'
Olson said he was attending the meeting to hear thoughts and opin-ions on the issue.
"I'm hear to listen and if you need to talk to us on other issues afterward, we'll be here,' he said.
Saltman said Domenici has made some efforts to revise the Endangered Species Act, but so far the changes have failed.
Thomas Ogas, who identified himself as a Grant County tax-payer, said he is a hunter and that he hadn't heard anything
about the economic impact on mom-and-pop operations in the area.
"If they cease to exist, it will be a major economic impact,' Ogas said.
"The spotted owl stopped logging. They're poisoning the streams to get rid of rainbow trout. When someone up East
decides to save an animal, it makes us a zoo for people to come see the wolf or spotted owl or whatever.'
Larry Lightner, Silver City resi-dent who said he's probably writ-ten more about the Mexican gray wolf than anyone else,
requested being able to use deadly force to protect oneself and one's property from the wolf.
"We're legally allowed to kill cougar, bear, even humans, if they threaten us, but not the Mexican wolf,' Lightner said. "We
need to change the priorities to make hu-mans more important than wolves. Wolves don't recognize the bound-aries put in
by bureaucrats.'
Brian McKay, Mimbres resident, said he moved to the area 10 years ago to hunt, so "I could get an elk draw.'
He said he travels to Africa and South America every year and spends a substantial amount of money each year to hunt.
"In 2004, the last year I got drawn for elk, I was being packed in,' McKay said. "We counted 17 carcasses of elk that were
killed by wolves. When an elk gets old, his teeth get worn down. These were animals in their prime.
Before the wolves came in, we hardly ever saw an elk carcass.'
He said he had just returned from a trip down the Gila River and had seen elk carcasses and turkey feathers.
"A lion will cover the carcass,' McKay said. "I knew wolves had been there, because they eat the bones.'
He rhetorically asked how much money is spent by hunters at ho-tels, restaurants, buying fuel and supplies, and paying
outfitters.
"It's huge part of the economy,' McKay said. "I also pay a lot of taxes and Washington, D.C., treats us like we're a bunch of
unedu-cated folks.'
He said a wolf ran his mare mule through a steel fence one night. The next day he could see the wolf tracks at the water
trough.
"I should not have to put up with this,' he said. "The Endangered Species Act should be repealed. If you took an accurate
survey, 98.9 percent of those who pay taxes want it repealed.'
J. T. Hollimon of Cliff said: " We at the ranch were the victims of a terrorist attack by our own government.'
He reported that his grandson saw five collared wolves chasing bulls about 300 yards from the house when Hollimon was
at work.
"I called the ( U. S.) Fish and Wildlife Service and was told ' we don't have any wolves in your area,'' Hollimon said.
"The next day a plane flew over pretty high and then came in close and made tight circles over my neighbor's place where
my grandson had chased the wolves. The neighbors told me that they were told by Fish and Wildlife that it was dogs
chasing the bulls. If the animals weren't collared, how did they know where to go? They lied to us. They don't give a damn



if wolves kill all my cows.'
A woman who raises horses near Lake Roberts said she recently had a wolf on her property. “No one told us we couldn't
have horses because they might get eaten,' she said. "I was told in Arizona that the Aspen Pack had been moved after
depredating on livestock. I wasn't told they had moved to my new home. I ask Grant County to pass an ordinance and get
an armed animal control officer like Catron County has.'
She said when she called Fish and Wildlife to report the wolf and mentioned that Mark and Mary Miller's horse had been
killed by wolves, she was told that it was their fault because they lived "way out there.' 
"They have the habit of blaming the victim and I'm disgusted with New Mexico Game and Fish because officials are doing
nothing,' she said.  "As for the people who have moved here, if there's one incident, they will move away. That's a loss of
economic basis. We have the right to a safe lifestyle.'
She said the wolf is a liability for the state and the county, because " you will get sued.'
Louis Oliver, Mimbres resident, said a friend had a calf killed recently.
"I'm not an expert on wolf kill, but I looked at the carcass and I could tell it had not been killed by bears, mountain lions,
coyotes or dogs,'
Oliver said. "The Game Department confirmed it was a wolf kill, but my friend hasn't received a letter yet telling him so.'
He said more than 20 forest permits have been shut down in a band from the middle of Arizona to the middle of New
Mexico.
"They were told they were shut down because the cattle were eating too much grass,' Oliver said.  "I think they were shut
down for the wolves. It's costing the county taxes for the cattle that are no longer on the tax roll and ranches that are being
shut down and subdivided. People say they want to hear a wolf howl. Then listen to a CD. It's a lot easier. A lot of people
are making a big fat living on these wolves that aren't helping anyone.'
He also said all the wolves are hybrids, as Roy McBride who trapped the original wolves out of Mexico has at-tested.
Ty Bays, representing the cattle growers, said McBride trapped seven wolves.
Five survived - one female and four males. Soon the population was inbred, so they brought in more wolves that were not
Mexican wolves but from other hybrid lineages.
"They're not acting like the historic Mexican wolves which traveled in pairs,' Bays said. "Now they run in packs. The
Mexican wolves were removed with the help of the U. S. government for good reason.'
He cited the cost of the program " that most people don't want,' as in the millions of dollars, although he hasn't been able to
get an accurate figure.
"There's not a paid person here on behalf of the cattle growers,' Bays said.  "Environmentalists are paid to attend meetings
like this.'
He also said the New Mexico Game and Fish Department is supported by hunting license fees.
"As a hunter, I don't appreciate them supporting the wolf program,' Bays said.
Frank Morris of Hanover said: "I am a refugee from California. I've seen this train wreck before. People weren't al-lowed
to hunt lions anymore. Now they have more than any other state and they attack children and bicyclists.
The wolf will move into town and dine on ' poodle tartare' and ' tabby al fresco.'' He said it has also changed the habits of
elk, which aren't bugling as much as they used to.
"People here are angry,' Morris said. " I don't know if this can be worked out, because we're dealing with people who
aren't telling the truth. Rural people are being treated as rubes and hicks.'
He said "‘nature folks' want to protect nature, but they're destroying it by ruining the ranchers, who have to subdi-vide to
have something to live on.
Alex Thal, Western New Mexico University professor, presented several reports to the congressional representatives.
One cited the psychological effects on children and adults who have witnessed wolf attacks, including nightmares and
insomnia, clinical depression, post- traumatic stress disorder, helplessness and hopelessness, all of which can lead to a
potential for violence.
"They say wolves haven't harmed humans,' Thal said.  "Aren't psychological effects harm? People can only protect
themselves if a wolf is biting them.
Otherwise, they face 10 years in prison and up to $ 100,000 in fines.'
He also cited statistics that show two out of eight ranchers in Catron County have quit the business and another is in the
process of subdividing the ranch.
"Fifty percent of the tax base is from ranching,' Thal said.  "After five to 10 years, there will be no tax base for schools
and county government.
Most of the ranches in Catron are for sale, realtors have told me.
He said trophy elk will be gone and " that's people's livelihoods. When the elk are gone, the wolves will move into back
yards.'
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Brub Stone of the Gila Fish and Gun Club asked why "these good folks' couldn't get some help.  " Bureaucrats work for us.
A whole lot of them are at the feed trough. If we could just kick some off.'
Wayne Ebaugh of the Mimbres said the program "has been flawed from the get-go. The government likes to talk about
sustainability. This population (of wolves) is impossible to sustain with the herds of elk and deer here.'
Bob Foster, who said he's not a rancher or farmer but a 66- year resident of the area, said county commissioners are
charged with the health, welfare and safety of their citizens.
"You need to get on the stick and get ( the ordinance) done,' Foster said.
"We need to find out what the program is costing taxpayers. Grants pay for the program. I'm tired of supporting the
program from both sides.'
The county has mining, and once had logging, which is now gone.
"Ranching is being killed off and so is tourism,' Foster said. " Some of the same people are trying to shut down the mining
industry, too.'
He reported the Center for Biological Diversity is proposing the reintroduction of jaguars and grizzly bears.
"Make sure the ordinance says no unwanted species,' he said.
Boyd Frost said he packs into the wilderness near where the Millers' horse was killed by wolves.
"We tie up and picket the horses overnight and sometimes during the day,'
Frost said. "Do we need an armed guard to stay with them, because they won't be able to get away from a wolf? They set
aside the wilderness to enjoy, but you can't enjoy it anymore and they've cut (the number of) elk tags because there aren't
any elk anymore.'
Sedillo said she would get copies of the representatives' reports and disperse then as requested. "It's also been re-corded
on (Community Access Television of Silver),' she said. 
- MARY ALICE MURPHY 
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