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ENDANGERED 

Can you imagine a world without them? But polar bears  
are now under threat from global warming 

From Ryan Parry In New York 

 

THEY stare bewildered at 
their vanishing, icy world - 
now polar bears are dying in 
a desperate hunt for food. 

The magnificent beasts 
could be the first mammals 
to be officially declared at 
risk of extinction because of 
global warming. 

Sea ice has retreated a 
record 160 miles off Alaska's 
north coast. 

Bears used to catch seals on 
the frozen wasteland, then 
swim back to shore. Now 
they are drowning exhausted 
before they can complete the 
trip back to land. 

Their tragic fate has led 
environmental groups to file 
a lawsuit in San Francisco 
demanding that the animals 
are protected under 
America's Endangered 
Species Act. 

Greenpeace said: "Global 
warming and rising 
temperatures in the Arctic 
threaten their existence. 
They can't survive without 
sea ice and could disappear 
in our lifetime unless we take 
urgent action.'' 

The Center for Biological 
Diversity, added: "To ensure 
these bears survive, we 
need to reduce the pollution 
that is melting their habitat. 

"The Endangered Species 
Act is a safety net for plants 
and animals facing 
extinction. Listing will provide 
important protections for this 
majestic animal." 

Greenpeace, the CBD and 
the Natural Resources 
Defense Council first 
petitioned to have the polar 
bear listed as threatened in 
February. 

But the US Government, 
accused of failing to react 
unless forced to by court 
order, did not respond 

If the groups' new plea is 
successful, federal agencies 
will have to ensure any 
action by them does not 
jeopardise the animals' 
existence or adversely affect 
their habitat. Polar bears live 
only in the Arctic and are 
totally dependant on sea ice. 
Some experts fear the Arctic 
could be ice-free in summer 
by 2050. 

The population of polar 
bears around Hudson Bay, in 
Canada, has already 
dropped from 1,100 in 1995 
to fewer than 950 last year. 

Figures reveal that 2005 was 
the northern hemisphere's 
hottest. For the entire globe 
it was the second warmest 
since records began in 1861, 
confirming fears that 
greenhouses gases are 
stoking earth's atmosphere. 

The picture above was taken 
by US adventurer naturalist 
Kennan Ward, 51. He has 
spent his life studying and 
photographing the natural 
world, especially polar bears. 

He said: "All the hardship is 
forgotten when eye to eye 
contact is made with a wild 
animal. It's an honour to 
bring the beauty of nature to 
others." 


