
Schwarzenegger pushes feds over water policies
by WYATT BUCHANAN
Chronicle Staff Writer

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger on 
Tuesday demanded that top offi cials 
in the Obama administration 
intervene in California’s water 
crisis, saying two biological 
opinions written by two federal 
agencies contradict one another, 
don’t help endangered fi sh and 
are worsening the California 
economy.

The governor sent the letter to 
Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar and Secretary of Commerce 
Gary Locke, who oversee agencies 
that issued the opinions to regulate 
and restrict water use in an effort 
to help endangered salmon and 
delta smelt.

The governor contends the opinions 
could lead to “species confl ict” 
and extreme water shortages in dry 
years. California is in a three-year 
drought.

“We have entered an endless cycle 
of consultation that is guaranteed 
to reduce water supplies and 
water supply reliability, but is 
not guaranteed to recover or even 
reduce damage to endangered 
spec ies , ”  Schwarzenegger 
wrote. He noted that the state 
has previously sent the federal 
agencies letters seeking further 
action but had not received a 
reply.

The governor closed the letter 
by writing, “Thirty-eight million 
Californians stand waiting for 
your formal response.”

The action was prompted by 
opinions from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in December 
and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service in June that ordered 
reductions in water exports from 
the delta to aid the recovery of 
delta smelt and chinook salmon 
populations, respectively. The 
governor said these decisions work 

against each other in relatively wet 
years.

Representatives for the two 
agencies could not be reached for 
comment Tuesday.

One influential environmental 
group disagreed with the governor’s 
assessment of the federal opinions, 
calling it “disingenuous.”

“The bottom line is  we’ve 
defi nitely got a problem, but that 
underlying problem is we’ve 
over-allocated our water,” said 
Jeff Miller, spokesman for the 
Center for Biological Diversity. 
He noted that the severe decline 
in fi sh population has occurred 
during Schwarzenegger’s time in 
offi ce.
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