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FORESTS: Group sues Calif. over logging’s alleged 
climate impacts 

Patrick Reis, E&E reporter

An environmental group is suing 
California today for failure to 
consider the climate consequences 
of a timber harvest.

The Center for Biological Diversity 
argues that the Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection violated 
state laws in July when it approved 
Sierra Pacific Industries’ plan to 
harvest 400 acres in the Sierra 
Nevada.

The department failed to calculate 
the project’s carbon dioxide 
emissions and analyze their effect 
on global warming, violations 
of the California Environmental 
Quality Act, according to Brendan 
Cummings, the center’s public lands 
director.

The lawsuit, filed today in the 
Superior Court of Tehama County, 
is the first California legal challenge 
to a logging project on climate 
grounds, Cummings said.

“If California is serious about 
actually reducing its greenhouse 
emissions, it must start addressing the 
substantial carbon dioxide emissions 
resulting from logging our forests,” 
Cummings said. “Unfortunately, 
state agencies continue to approve 
clear-cut logging without any regard 
for the serious carbon consequences 
of doing so.”

In approving the project, the agency 
called the cuts carbon-neutral within 
a 100-year time frame because 
new trees would replace those that 
had been cleared. Therefore, no 
additional measures were necessary 
to mitigate the project’s carbon 
footprint, it decided.

Department representatives were not 
immediately available for comment 
on the suit.

Jan Chatten-Brown, a center attorney, 
said the department’s view of the 
emissions-analysis requirements 

was inappropriately broad. “The 
law is clear that agencies must look 
at the greenhouse emissions of the 
specific project they approve,” 
Chatten-Brown said in a statement. 
“The Department of Forestry cannot 
escape this mandate by simply 
claiming the project’s impacts will 
be offset elsewhere, which is in any 
case, a dubious claim.”

Dan Tomascheski, Sierra Pacific’s 
vice president for forests, said he 
was aware of the filing but had not 
seen the lawsuit itself and could not 
comment on it.

But he said his company captures 
more carbon than it emits by growing 
trees for harvest and sequestering 
carbon in its wood products. “They 
think they have an issue here,” 
Tomascheski said of the center, “but 
we’ll just have to see how it plays 
out.”

 


