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CIA CAN'T REVEAL MOTOR POOL DATA IT
DOESN'T HAVE ANY

CIA Has No Data on Its Alternative-Fuel Autos

By Dennis Pfaff
Daily Journal Staff Writer

SAN FRANCISCO - The CIA has
been maligned for missing the
pending fall of the Soviet Union and
other intelligence miscues. Now it's
taking heat for not keeping track of
its own motor pool.

Alone among more than a dozen
federal agencies sued by
environmental groups, it couldn't say
how many alternative-fueled
vehicles it owned since the late
1990s, if any.

The lawsuit is an attempt to force
the government to fulfill a legal
mandate to purchase and use more
environmentally correct cars and
trucks.

U.S. District Judge William H.
Alsup last month ordered the spy
agency to make a public accounting
of its green vehicle fleet. The
information is to be posted on the
Internet by the end of January.

Alsup found that other federal
agencies, including the departments
of agriculture, labor and defense,
had fully enumerated their
alternative vehicles in compliance
with the obscure 1992 Energy
Policy Act.

But the judge dryly noted that, in a

footnote to a June brief, government
lawyers had written that the CIA
was "unable to re-create [alternative
fuel vehicle] data from prior years."
A CIA official noted hopefully in an
attached filing that the agency
intended to comply from 2005
onward.

 The CIA's Web site includes a brief
report outlining its recent purchases.
In fiscal year 2004 and through June
of this year, the agency had
acquired only 15 of the vehicles, far
short of the nearly 150 needed to
fully comply with the law's goals.

Much of the CIA fleet is exempt
from the statute, which applies only
in major metropolitan areas, the
agency noted. The CIA's Web site
also complained that within the
United States, "economy and
geography - including the absence
of an extensive alternative fuel
infrastructure - have hampered the
agency's efforts" to buy and use the
vehicles.

"The CIA is working to meet the
requirements of the act," said a CIA
spokeswoman. She declined to say
why the agency could not account
for its past purchases.

But in his July 14 order, Alsup
tersely pointed out "the first
compliance reports were due on
Nov. 13, 1999. It is now almost six

years later." Center for Biological
Diversity v. Department of Energy,
05-01526WHA.

Such a delay was "sufficiently
grave," the judge wrote, to
constitute a "failure to act." That, he
wrote, gave him the authority to
review it.

Alsup's order was the latest
consequence of a long-running
battle between environmental
groups and the federal government
over the energy policy statute.

Passed in the aftermath of the first
Gulf War, the law requires federal
agencies to make alternative fuel
vehicles at least 75 percent of their
fleet purchases in urban areas.

Alternative fuel vehicles include
those that can run solely on fuels
such as natural gas or electricity.
Dual-fueled cars and trucks, which
also use gasoline, could qualify, as
well.

The lawsuit, which was filed in April
by the Center for Biological
Diversity and the Friends of the
Earth, is the second case the
organizations have pursued in an
attempt to enforce the law. The first
was in 2002.

Alsup ruled in the earlier case that
the government had violated the
law.



At that time he declined to order
agencies to increase their purchases
of alternative vehicles. But he did
require the departments to file
reports on their progress, and he
told the Department of Energy to
begin developing rules that could
ultimately require private and
municipal fleets to comply with the
law.

Environmentalists are hoping Alsup
will go further this time and order
vehicle purchases and set the
wheels in motion to force
involvement of private and
municipal fleets.

"This is just round one," said one of
the plaintiffs lawyers, Jay Tutchton,
an attorney at the University of
Denver environmental law clinic.

He said some of the government
agencies, including the military, are
doing well at meeting the law's
goals. Others, he said, are lagging
far behind.

An official for one of the plaintiff
groups last week couldn't resist a
jab at the CIA, which over the years
has become as legendary for its
failures as its successes.

"It's a little disturbing if they cant tell
how many alternative fuel vehicles
they have," said Peter Galvin, a
spokesman for the Center for
Biological Diversity. "It sort of
makes you wonder what other key
pieces of information are sort of lost
in the file cabinets."


