
Editorial: 
Important law target of GOP’s sneak attack
Last week, we took Democrats to task for using state 
budget negotiations to sneak in a stealth law - in that 
case, another attempt to limit charter schools. This 
week, it’s the Republicans’ turn. They burdened their 
budget proposal with an attempt to slow down the 
fi ght against global warming.

As part of their overall budget plan, Republicans 
slipped in a proposal that would limit enforcement of 
the California Environmental Quality Act, or CEQA, 
over the next fi ve years. They want to ban Attorney 
General Jerry Brown and others from using this key 
environmental law to sue cities and counties for 
failing to adequately take into account greenhouse 
gas emissions when planning for - or approving - new 
development.

It’s regrettable that Republicans used their leverage 
in the budget impasse to make global warming a 
bargaining chip. CEQA has nothing to do with the 
budget and the Legislature should reject this form of 
budgetary hostage-taking.

Global warming is a serious public issue that should 
not be hastily and quietly tacked onto the budget 
amid a batch of trailer bills and last-minute demands 
behind closed doors. The issue of whether or not 
to include greenhouse gases in CEQA should be 
debated separately and publicly on its own merits.

Enacted in 1970, CEQA requires local and 
county government agencies to assess and reduce 
environmental impacts of new developments such 
as roads and housing projects.

The attorney general and some environmental 
groups recently have used this law to press local 
governments to take greenhouse gases into account 

when reviewing development plans along with 
traditional environmental impact items such as 
traffi c, water or sewage.

In April, Brown sued San Bernardino County 
under CEQA for failing to consider greenhouse gas 
emissions in its general development plan. Brown 
has written about a dozen CEQA warning letters on 
greenhouse gases to various local agencies, including 
one to San Jose about Coyote Valley development 
plans. Brown’s offi ce said the city’s environmental 
impact report didn’t go far enough in assessing the 
consequences of greenhouse gases.

In addition to Brown, the Center for Biological 
Diversity, an environmental group, has fi led several 
similar suits.

Some Republican lawmakers and numerous business 
and development interests argue that using CEQA 
to challenge developments will hold up much-
needed housing and transportation projects. They 
also argue that it’s premature to use CEQA to go 
after greenhouse gas emissions, given that rules to 
implement the state’s landmark global warming law, 
AB 32, won’t be out until 2012.

But the problem is too critical to wait. And, CEQA 
is a good tool for prodding communities to address 
greenhouse gas emissions sooner, rather than later. 
Republican lawmakers’ attempted use of the budget 
impasse to limit a key environmental law was 
misguided.
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