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RENEWABLE ENERGY: Calif., Interior sign pact to speed 
development on public lands (10/13/2009) 

Debra Kahn, E&E reporter 

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) and Interior Secretary Ken Salazar agreed yesterday to cooperate on siting and permitting 
of several dozen renewable energy projects on federal land in order to ramp up construction by the end of next year. 

The memorandum of understanding furthers California's own goal of generating 33 percent of its energy from renewable sources as 
well as the Obama administration's goal of disbursing $15 billion in stimulus funding by the end of 2010. 

"We have to build renewable energy plants in the desert and make sure at the same time that we protect our environment," 
Schwarzenegger said yesterday in Los Angeles, singling out the Mojave and the Colorado deserts as prime candidates. 

"Our process to get those plants built is very slow. Our state process is slow, the federal process is slow," he said. More than 40 
projects are in the pipeline, Schwarzenegger added, totaling 7,000 megawatts of capacity. 

The agreement calls for Interior and California's Natural Resources Agency to create maps identifying areas for development and 
conservation. They will also work on identifying transmission corridors by December 2010, and will work with the Department of 
Defense in areas where transmission lines may cross military lands. 

Salazar said the companies could be ready to start construction on 5,300 megawatts of new capacity -- much of it solar -- on public 
lands by 2010. That's the equivalent of 15 mid-sized coal-fired power plants, he noted. 

Last week, Salazar opened the second of four planned Renewable Energy Coordination Offices, in Palm Springs, Calif., and 
yesterday, he said it would employ 15 people and be headed by Greg Miller, renewable energy program manager for BLM's California 
Desert District. 

"Managed public lands in the west, particularly California, will be critical in meeting these objectives," he said. 

Aside from the memorandum of understanding for projects that will receive funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act that Congress passed this year to pump up the economy, there are several ongoing state and federal rulemakings targeting 
renewable development on public lands. Those include BLM's programmatic environmental impact statement for establishing solar 
energy zones and California's Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan. 

Center for Biological Diversity attorney Lisa Belenky said she applauded the push toward renewable energy but was concerned that 
federal and state laws protecting endangered species like the desert tortoise might be circumvented in the rush to get projects "shovel-
ready" by the end of 2010. 

"We have concerns that whatever projects go forward have done sufficient surveys on the ground and the agencies that are approving 
the projects are looking at alternatives in a meaningful way," she said. "CEQA [California Environmental Quality Act] says you have 
to avoid impacts if you can, and then go ahead and mitigate; you can't just jump to mitigation." 

 


