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EPA to add to limits on pesticides

Controls may protect rare red-legged frogs
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SACRAMENTO - The federal government is proposing a temporary restriction on 66 pesticides that scientists have
blamed for wiping out the rare California red-legged frog in some parts of the state, including San Francisquito
Canyon. 

The proposed regulation comes as part of a legal settlement by the pesticide industry and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency with the Center for Biological Diversity, which sued in an effort to preserve the California native
frog. 

"The California red-legged frog is an extraordinary sentinel of environmental health," said Brent Plater, an attorney
with the center. "So when frogs remain absent from an area despite the appearance of a functioning ecology, that may
be a warning sign for our own health." 

San Francisquito Creek, which flows from the Angeles National Forest into the Santa Clara River, is home to some
300 frogs, according to a 2002 study by federal agencies. 

"San Francisquito is one of the red-legged frog's major populations in Southern California," said the center's Peter
Galvin. 

Because the creek lies in a forest area between the Antelope and Santa Clarita valleys, pesticides from commercial
agriculture are not an issue, Galvin said. However, chemicals on the banned list could no longer be used by the Forest
Service to kill non-native plants or by state and county crews for roadside maintenance involving pesticides. 

Plater said the frogs, which have been listed as threatened since 1996, have disappeared from about 70 percent of their
former natural habitat. 

The settlement is open for public comment until Sept. 18 before it goes to a federal judge for approval, Plater said. 

The center sued the EPA in 2002 for failing to consult with wildlife experts about the potential effects of pesticides on
the frog. 

U.S. District Court Judge Jeffrey White last September ruled there was "significant scientific evidence demonstrating
potential adverse effects to the frog" from dozens of pesticides. 

The temporary pesticide restrictions would cover 450,000 acres in 20 California counties designated as critical habitat
for the frog. 

The 66 chemicals include some often used by farmers, such as atrazine, captan and malathion. If approved by the court,
the ban would last up to three years while the EPA examined each chemical and its effect on the red-legged frog.
Permanent restrictions are possible if the studies show the chemicals hurt the frog. 

In separate action, the Fish and Wildlife Service on Wednesday proposed a "safe harbor" agreement to encourage
landowners in Shasta and Tehama counties to enhance the frog's habitat. In return, landowners would not be subject to
additional restrictions if their efforts helped boost the frog's population. That proposal is open to public comment
through Oct. 5.
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