
San Bernardino Sun

Census 2050
State report projects population will nearly double; Latinos will emerge as majority by midcentury
Andrew Silva, Staff Writer
Article Launched:07/10/2007 12:00:00 AM PDT

So you think it's crowded now? 

San Bernardino County is expected to nearly double in population by 2050, while California will grow to nearly 60
million people from today's 36.5 million, according to state population projections released Monday. 

By 2042, Latinos will make up the majority of Californians, the state Department of Finance projects. 

San Bernardino County's population is about 2 million now and by 2050 it's expected to be nearly 3.7 million. 

Riverside County is forecast to vault from the sixth-most populous county in the state with just more than 2 million to
second with 4.7 million residents. Los Angeles County will grow from just shy of 10 million residents to more than 13
million by 2050. 
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Dealing with the growth will require new directions by policymakers and by ordinary residents as all those people put
increasing pressure on roads, water supplies, schools and the environment, most experts and officials said. 

"I don't know that the transportation system of today can accommodate that," said Tony Grasso, executive director of San
Bernardino Associated Governments, the county's transportation authority. Planning has to start now, he said. 

Transportation planners are fond of saying "you can't pave your way out of congestion," and several officials said getting
people to live close to jobs and mass transit centers is the key. 

"The county's main emphasis is to create jobs in the area, so when they move out here, it's not because they have a job in
Los Angeles or Orange County and can't afford to live there," said David Wert, spokesman for San Bernardino County. 

San Bernardino County and several cities, including San Bernardino and Montclair, are trying to move toward
higher-density, urban developments so people can catch a train or bus to work, and walk for a cup of coffee or dinner. 

But examples of such "smart growth" or "new urbanism" projects are almost unheard of in Southern California - at least so
far. 

"California's going to grow, but we have control over how that growth occurs," said Kassie Siegel, an attorney with the
Center for Biological Diversity, which recently sued San Bernardino County, alleging its general plan didn't address
global warming. 

The upcoming completion of the 210 Freeway will mark the last freeway to be constructed in Southern California in the
foreseeable future, so avoiding gridlock will require other solutions. 

Hasan Ikhrata, director of planning and policy for the Southern California Association of Governments, said his group can
list at least $100 billion in needed transportation projects for the region that have no available funding. 

"We can definitely tackle the growth and prepare for it. If not, you're looking at a nightmare scenario, and a very
deteriorated quality of life for all Californians. Economically speaking, it would be devastating for the state not to be



ready," Ikhrata said. 

The demographic makeup of the state will also see a transformation. 

The Department of Finance projects that the higher birthrate among Latinos will push their numbers to 52 percent of
California's population by 2042, compared with whites at 26 percent, Asians at 13 percent and blacks at 5 percent. 

By contrast, in 2010 the state is expected to have about 39 million residents, with 36 percent Hispanic, 42 percent white,
12 percent Asian and 5 percent black. 

Overall, immigration into California has gradually been decreasing over the past decade. But the immigration that is
occurring is primarily from Latin America, while at the same time the birthrate among the Latino population is higher. 

At the same time, white baby boomers are expected to die at a faster rate than the younger generation can replace. 

"The Hispanic population is relatively younger, and it has relatively higher fertility than the white population," said Mary
Heim, chief of the state's demographic research unit. 

The birth rate among Latinas is 2.3 children per woman, compared with 1.8 for whites, blacks and Asians. 

The growth remains a challenge for school districts. 

Recent enrollment gains have schools in the pass and High Desert struggling to accommodate students. 

The state Department of Education reported that the Hesperia Unified and Victor Valley Union High School districts each
gained more than 1,000 students in 2006-2007. 

The Hesperia district is building several new schools and expanding others. Finding new employees generally hasn't been
a problem, George Landon, assistant superintendent for business services, said earlier this year. 

The San Bernardino City Unified School District - the county's largest district - is engaged in an up-to-$800 million
construction plan that includes at least 10 possible new campuses and numerous modernization and expansion projects. 

Officials there say though enrollment fell in recent years, the district's facilities are overcrowded due to rapid growth in
the past. 

The Etiwanda School District is enjoying plateauing enrollment after years of growth, said Superintendent Shawn Judson.
He said the district projects that in coming years, a combination of development in the area and an aging population will
keep enrollment steady at about 12,200 students. 

A growing population of children not fluent in English is a challenge local schools face. 

The number of so-called English-language learners rose from 50,912 in 1995-1996, comprising 15.2 percent of public
school students, to 89,681 in 2005-2006, comprising 21 percent of public school students, according to the state
Department of Education. 

The first priority for schools is to ensure teachers have proper training to teach students still learning English, said Jan
Gustafson, who oversees a county program that is part of a six-county project aiming to identify the best strategies and
techniques for teaching English-language learners. 

Staff writers Charlotte Hsu and Harrison Sheppard contributed to this report. 
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