
A ban on lead bullets for hunting 
in condor country will again be 
considered by the state Fish and 
Game Commission when it meets 
Friday in Bridgeport. 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  u rg e d  b y 
environmental groups and advocates 
of the California condor, has been 
considering a ban of some kind this 
year. 

The proposal before it would 
require that centerfi re rifl e bullets, 
muzzleloading balls, shotgun slugs 
and buckshot used for taking both 
game and nongame birds and 
mammals in the identifi ed California 
condor range be lead-free. 

The range includes areas within 
the boundaries of established deer 
hunting zones. 

The commission could consider 
making no changes in the hunting 
regulations; extending the proposed 
ban area to the “historic” condor 
range, which would add other deer 
hunt zones and extends up into the 
southern Sierra Nevada; or banning 
them statewide. 
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On Feb. 2, the Fish and Game 
Commission voted to serve notice 
of its intent to amend hunting 
regulations for 2007-2010 with the 
aim of eliminating lead bullets in 
the California condor range, but 
postponed a decision at its April 13 
meeting in Bodega Bay. 

Pressure for a ban has been building 
gradually for several years. 

In November, a consortium of 
environmental activists — including 
the Wishtoyo Foundation, Physicians 
for Social Responsibility, the Center 
for Biological Diversity and the 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
— sued in U.S. District Court in Los 
Angeles seeking such a ban. 

The plaintiffs cited studies showing 
that lead from bullets left in carcasses 
or gut piles from game animals is a 
major source of lead poisoning in the 
endangered birds. 

These assertions, based on results of 
a study that examined and analyzed 
lead from rifl e bullets and shotgun 
pellets, were published last August 
by scientists at the University 
of California-Santa Cruz in the 
journal Environmental Science & 
Technology. 

The UC-Santa Cruz researchers 
used a “fingerprinting” technique 
based on unique isotope ratios found 
in different sources of lead. The 
technique enabled them to match 
lead in condor blood samples to lead 
in ammunition. 

In February, Tejon Ranch Corp. 
announced that nonlead ammunition 
will be required for all hunting and 
predator control on its 270,000-acre 
Southern California ranch starting in 
2008 to protect condors that forage 
there. 

The commission will convene at 8:30 
a.m. at Bridgeport Memorial Hall, 75 
N. School St., Bridgeport. 

Meanwhile ,  the s tate  Senate 
Appropriations Committee on 
Monday postponed a hearing on 
Assembly Bill 821, which would 
require the use of nonlead centerfi re 
rifl e and pistol ammunition when 
hunting big game and coyotes within 
specifi ed areas of the state. 

Those areas are: within the state 
Department of Fish and Game’s deer 
hunting zone A South, excluding 
Santa Cruz, Alameda, Contra Costa, 
San Mateo and San Joaquin counties; 
areas west of Highway 101 within 



Santa Clara County; areas between 
Highway 5 and Highway 99 within 
Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, 
Kings, Tulare and Kern counties; and 
within deer hunting zones D7-11 and 
D13. 

The act would require the state Fish 
and Game Commission, to the extent 
funding is available, to provide 
hunters in these areas with nonlead 
ammunition at no or reduced charge 
through a coupon program. Under 
the act, a person who violates those 
requirements would be guilty of an 
infraction punishable by a $500 fi ne 
for the fi rst offense. 

The act would require the commission 
to establish by Jan. 1 a public process 
to certify centerfi re rifl e and pistol 
ammunition as nonlead ammunition, 
and to defi ne nonlead ammunition by 
regulation, with a list to be updated 
annually. 

The law is intended to protect 
vulnerable wildlife species, including 
the condor, from the ongoing threat 
of lead poisoning incurred when 
the condors or other scavengers eat 
carcasses containing lead bullets or 
bullet fragments. 


