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Outdoors
Local voice heard on latest controversy

Dave Henderson 

When it comes to the environment, Mike Zagata has a lot of experience on both the political and biological sides of
the fence.

The Otsego County native and former Commissioner of New York's Department of Environmental Conservation
has a storied background in wildlife biology, forestry and environmental matters and isn't shy about voicing his
views and concerns.

For example, he touts the importance of active forestry management -- like the controversial clear-cutting of a
120-acre wood lot at the 107,265-acre Fort Drum near Watertown. The cutting is being billed as the first step in
early successional forest management -- management that eventually will benefit such species as ruffed grouse,
American woodcock, 43 species of neo-tropical songbirds and numerous other species of wildlife.

If that's actually the case, why do so many environmental groups oppose it?

Well, the current Executive Director and CEO of the Ruffed Grouse Society is glad you asked.

"That's because environmental groups such as the Sierra Club and the Defenders of Wildlife base their position on
emotion rather than science," said Dr. Zagata, the Davenport native and former Southern Tier high school teacher
who founded the Conservation Alliance of New York.

"That has not always been the case. Indeed, the Sierra Club supported a version of the 1975 "Forest Management
Act" that supported the notion that professionals should be allowed to manage our National Forests to provide
multiple benefits, including timber harvest.

"Wildlife and forestry professionals will tell you that, when done correctly, clearcutting or other management
actions that favor heavy tree harvesting is extremely beneficial to grouse and other wildlife."

Zagata points out an article in the "Blackanthem Military News" that not coincidentally supports his views, further
explaining how forest management practices such as clearcutting, seed tree cuts or shelterwood cuts are techniques
that most simulate natural disturbance events, and are the most cost effective in terms of allowing light to reach the
forest floor and thus stimulate the plant growth needed by wildlife for food and shelter.

The publication also pointed out that biologists from Fort Drum's Fish and Wildlife Management Program and
foresters from Fort Drum's Forest Management Program partnered with the Ruffed Grouse Society in a long-term
effort to enhance biodiversity on the historic army base through the creation and management of early successional
forests.

More areas are slated for harvest in the next few years, and the controversy is likely to continue.

PA. BEAR KILL NO. 2 ALL-TIME

The additional kill in the extended season brought the 2006 bear kill in Pennsylvania to 3,099 -- second highest in
state history. Hunters took an additional 465 bears taken during the extended bear season that was open last week.

The six highest bear kills in history have occurred in the last six seasons. In 2005, hunters set a record harvest of
4,164. The third-highest kill was in 2000 when 3,075 bears were reported. In 2001 it was 3,063, followed by the
2002 kill of 2,686, the 2003 kill of 3,000 and the 2,972 total achieved in 2004.

A total of 11 hunters killed bears that weighed in excess of 600 pounds this season.

Wayne County led the Northeast Region with 132 bears, followed by Sullivan (126), Bradford (103). Susquehanna
and Pike Counties accounted for 87 bears apiece.

LEAD BAN SOUGHT IN CALIF.

Several environmental groups filed suit last Thursday against the California Fish and Game Commission and the
state Department of Fish and Game for continuing to let hunters use lead ammunition, which they allege poisons
rare California condors.

The Natural Resources Defense Council, Physicians for Social Responsibility, the Center for Biological Diversity
and the Ventura-based Wishtoyo Foundation, as well as a few hunters, sued the state on the grounds it is violating
the federal Endangered Species Act by permitting continued harm to condors.

The plaintiffs maintain that many California condors die after feeding on the carcasses of deer and other wildlife
killed with lead bullets or buckshot. Golden and bald eagles are also harmed by ingesting lead.

Bob Hattoy, vice president of the Fish and Game Commission, said the science is clear. It makes sense to remove
lead from the condors' habitat, he said, considering that the state and federal governments have spent years and
more than $40 million on a captive breeding program to increase the population of the prehistoric raptor from 22 to
about 300.

Henderson's outdoors columns appear in the Press & Sun-Bulletin on Tuesday and his Field Notes columns on
Sunday. Write to him at Henderson Outdoors, 202 Prospect St., Endicott, N.Y. 13760, or fax information to
785-8337 or via e-mail through his Web site at www.HendersonOutdoors.com. 
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