
SACRAMENTO, Calif. - A split state wild-
life commission rejected extra protections
for the California tiger salamander for the
second time Friday.

Developers had warned that additional
restrictions could hurt efforts to keep up
with the state's rapid population growth
in the Central Valley, Central Coast and
San Francisco Bay area.

The majority of commissioners agreed
with opponents who said there is no evi-
dence the black-and-yellow amphibian is
likely to become extinct in the foresee-
able future.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, act-
ing under court order, listed the salamander
as a threatened species in July despite the
Bush administration's contention that in-
cluding the species under the federal En-
dangered Species Act was based on inad-
equate science.

The state Department of Fish and Game
recommended, for the second time, that
California consider listing the species as
well. But the Fish and Game Commission,
meeting in Concord, voted 3-2 against a
candidacy period that could have put the
species on the state list in about a year.

The species has the misfortune of living
mainly in some of the state's most desir-
able land for agricultural and urban devel-
opment, though federal and the proposed

state regulations exempt routine ranching
activities.

The Center for Biological Diversity, which
sued to force the federal listing, will likely
sue the commission alleging Friday's de-
cision went against the weight of scien-
tific evidence, said staff attorney Kassie
Siegel.

In December 2001, commissioners voted
2-1 against listing the species, saying they
needed more information about the
amphibian's population and the threats it
faces.

"We came back with an absolute avalanche
of information," said Siegel, including sup-
port from 25 independent scientists and
testimony from the premier expert on the
salamander. "Every single argument
brought up by the (building) industry was
rejected by the Bush Fish and Wildlife
Service. Even they could not deny the
science."

Scientists contend the salamander has lost
75 percent of its native habitat to urban
sprawl and the invasion of nonnative spe-
cies. It lives mostly underground in grass-
lands and woodlands, but emerges to
breed during the winter rainy season and
lay its eggs in vernal pools and seasonal
wetlands.

The salamanders' life cycle complicates
its survival. While they can live beyond
20 years in captivity and can grow up to
eight inches long, most live less than half
that long in the wild and are believed to
breed just once or twice after they reach
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sexual maturity at 4 to 6 years old.

But there are an estimated 700-900 com-
munities of salamanders spread over 5
million acres of habitat, and a third of that
habitat is in protected areas, said Nick
Cammarota, general counsel for the Cali-
fornia Building Industry Association. Plus,
he said, the federal listing and existing state
law will require developers to take steps
to protect the species' habitat: "It's a bit
of overkill to have it listed under both (the
state and federal) acts."

"This would have added to an already
onerous and complicated regulatory pro-
cess," said Paul Campos, general counsel
for the Home Builders Association of
Northern California. A state listing would
have been "another tool in the arsenal to
try and stop development projects."

Dual federal and state listing would make
sure there is no legal gap if opponents
successfully sue to overturn the federal
decision, Siegel said. And state listing
would boost efforts to improve the sala-
manders' habitat.

"There won't be as many resources to
bring to bear without the listing," though
the department will continue working to
protect the species and improve its habi-
tat under other laws, said Sandra Morey,
chief of the department's habitat conser-
vation planning branch.
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