
  

Bush's ocean legacy 
Tuesday, January 13, 2009 

President George W. Bush, the man environmentalists love to hate (one recently called him a 
"climate criminal"), has already established a solid conservation legacy by protecting 138,000 square 
miles of marine habitat near Hawaii from commercial exploitation. Last week, he extended the same 
level of protection to another 195,280 square miles of the Pacific Ocean by creating the Mariana 
Trench Marine National Monument.  

With these actions, Mr. Bush has brought welcome protection to more than 330,000-square miles of 
Pacific Ocean marine habitat, an area bigger than Washington and Oregon together. "These locations 
are truly among the last pristine environments on earth," said the chairman of the White House 
Council on Environmental Quality James Connaughton.  

Some major environmental voices agreed. "If we can keep that area untouched it will provide an 
unparalleled scientific resource and a huge investment in improving the planet's resistance to climate 
change," said Diane Regas of the Environmental Defense Fund, as reported by The New York 
Times.  

Others were less complimentary. "Ultimately, Bush's legacy as a climate criminal will far outweigh 
his ocean legacy," was the assessment given to the BBC by Brendan Cummings, ocean program 
director at the Center for Biological Diversity.  

Mr. Bush used powers given the president by the 1906 American Antiquities Act to designate areas 
of historic or scientific significance as national monuments. No congressional action is required.  

The Mariana national monument includes many names made famous by World War II engagements. 
The newly protected region includes nine scattered and largely uninhabited islands, including 
Johnston Atoll, Rose Atoll, Palmyra Atoll, Baker, Jarvis and Wake Islands, and the Mariana Islands, 
excluding Saipan and Guam. It also includes the Mariana Trench, the deepest area of any ocean, 
reaching down 36,000 feet below the surface.  

The designation sharply restricts oil and gas exploration and commercial fishing. Sports fishing will 
require a federal license. The protected areas include some of the largest coral growths on earth, and 
scientists said they would become an important laboratory for monitoring the impact of climate 
change.  

The strongest praise for Mr. Bush's action came from Joshua Reichert, managing director of the Pew 
Environmental Group. He said, "George W. Bush has done more to protect unique areas of the 
world's oceans than any other person in history."  

That's a legacy for which Mr. Bush can take justifiable pride.  
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