
 
 

 
 
President Bush to add marine reserves; not all are applauding 
10:41 AM, January 6, 2009 

 
 

News flash: President Bush today will create three national monuments in the Pacific Ocean, protecting 
195,000 square miles around the Northern Mariana Islands, as reported today in the Los Angeles Times and 
elsewhere. The monuments: Rose Atoll, the Mariana Trench and the Pacific Remote Islands.  

Add this to the 145,000 square miles surrounding the Northwest Hawaiian Islands, which was protected in 
2006, and you have by far the largest area set aside for protection by any political leader in the world.  

Reaction: That's a lot of water to be spared from deep-sea miners and fishermen. Environmentalists, some 
of whom would like to see more or even all ocean made off-limits to intrusive human activity, are surely 
applauding the move. 

Fishermen? Naturally, they're upset. 

Said Mike Nussman, president of the American Sportfishing Assn., on the group's website:  "What most 
people will fail to realize is that this designation process took approximately 60 days to complete. There was 
no proposal or scientific information available for public review and comment. 

"We in the sportfishing community have significant issues with any process where the outcome prohibits 
people from accessing public resources, particularly when there is no open, transparent process to do so." 



Most commercial fishing will be banned and sportfishing will be severely restricted within the zone. In an 
interview with the Washington Post, Nussman said the new policy presumes recreational fishing to be "an 
evil activity."  

Bush will enact the closure with a stroke of his pen, using unilateral presidential powers provided under the 
Antiquities Act, bypassing the environmental review and public comment process. 

He'll go down as the president who protected the most ocean, but one who did not do nearly enough to 
combat global warming, which is presumed responsible for killing coral within the very reserves he's about to 
create. 

Said Brendan Cummings of the Center for Biological Diversity, in a BBC News story: "Ultimately, Bush's 
legacy as a climate criminal will far outweigh his ocean legacy, as any benefit coral reefs receive from this 
monument designation will be bleached away by warming seas." 

So being an angler and a person concerned about the environment, I have mixed feelings. Imposing 
sweeping closures unilaterally is not wise policy. Do you think a president should be so empowered? Or do 
you agree with Vice President Dick Cheney, who said this sets a dangerous precedent? 

-- Pete Thomas 

Photo: Raccoon butterflyfish swim off Palmyra Atoll, part of three national monuments being created by 
President Bush. The designations will add greatly to the nearly 140,000 square miles of Pacific waters 
protected by Bush in 2006. Credit: Rick Loomis / Los Angeles Times 

 


