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Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff likes to argue that illegal traffic across the border "has caused severe and
profound impacts to the environment."

Trash and litter don’t begin to compare to the severe and profound impacts to the environment that could follow Chertoff’s
high-handed decision on Tuesday to waive 36 laws, ignore local expertise and concerns, shut down vital wildlife corridors and
slam up border fencing. And why? To meet an arbitrary congressional deadline. 

"It’s egregious and unnecessary," Taylor McKinnon, public lands advocate for the Center for Biological Diversity, told us
Wednesday. "At risk here are national parks, at risk are habitats for imperiled species and the movement of species across
the border, such as the jaguar."

Democratic Reps. Gabrielle Giffords and Raúl Grijalva issued statements Tuesday protesting Chertoff’s action. 

"Outrageous," said Giffords. "Hamhanded," said Grijalva. 

"With the stroke of his pen, he overturns 36 laws — some of which have been protecting our resources and our health for
more than a century — in an area stretching from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean," Grijalva said.

Giffords noted that a "federal government construction project of this magnitude will impact significantly on local residents,
communities and the environment. Those of us who live on the border and represent border communities deserve a seat at the
table." 

Republican Sen. Jon Kyl disagreed. He told Fox News Tuesday that Chertoff was just doing his job

"We gave him the authority for the waivers," Kyl said. 

"We’ve given him the money. And we’ve said, get about the job (of finishing the fence)." 
Sen. John McCain’s office did not respond to requests for comment.

Congress mandated 670 miles of fences, barriers, roads and lighting along the U.S.-Mexico border in place by the end of the
year. To date, the agency has completed 309 miles of projects. 

In his statement Tuesday, Chertoff said there is at least a "draft environmental assessment or environmental impact statement"
for all of the miles where his agency is erecting new pedestrian fencing. We doubt that simply having such assessments in
hand will serve to adequately mitigate environmental damage that the fence may cause.

A secure border is an important goal and one that much be achieved. But it must be achieved without pillaging our rights and
prerogatives as citizens, without sacrificing our protections under those 36 laws and without further imperiling wildlife or
delicate natural systems that must be protected. 
Mr. Chertoff: Put up your wall — but build it the American way, using democratic processes within the law.


