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Meeting on border's virtual fence prompts
grumbling
RYN GARGULINSKI
Tucson Citizen 

Jaguars, pronghorns and lights were the main concerns at a U.S. Border Patrol environmental assessment meeting Tuesday
night about the virtual fence planned to span the Arizona-Mexico border. 
More than 50 people showed up for what many expected to be an informative presentation followed by a question-and-answer period. 
Instead, they got a brief PowerPoint presentation from environmental planner Paula Miller of the Department of Homeland Security's
Secure Border Initiative, or SBInet. Neither handouts nor a copy of the presentation was available to the public. 
Comments from the public, of which there were 12, had to be written down or dictated to Border Patrol stenographers, a requirement
for the official comment period prescribed by federal law. 
Some of those at the meeting grumbled that it was difficult to ask specific questions, given the sparse information about the proposed
fence, such as exact locations of the proposed 98-foot towers equipped with lights, cameras and sensors or where revamped roads
and canals would be along the 262 miles of border. 
Greta Anderson, conservation advocate from the Center for Biological Diversity, was most concerned about damage to plants and
animals. 
She said there is more to assessing environmental impact than trying to avoid harming endangered species. It also includes
protecting habitat to help the species recover. 
She said the area has a range of wildlife that traverse the border, including many endangered species, from the lesser long-nosed
bat to the jaguar. 
Defenders of Wildlife Southwest representative Matt Clark added that the endangered Sonoran pronghorn is active in the border
area. 
His submitted comments included asking that more information be given to the public and that the Border Patrol hold more public
meetings. 
Light pollution was a major concern for International Dark-Sky Association President Robert Gent. He said in the worst scenario,
lights could damage the hundreds of national parks and wildlife preserves and ruin the ability of astronomers in the southern United
States to study the night sky. 
Regardless of the grumbles about the lack of information, attendees said they were gratified that the Border Patrol was taking input,
following environmental laws and proposing surveillance towers instead of a fence. 
"We'll be making sure Border Patrol follows all environmental laws to a 'T,'" said Sean Sullivan, executive committee member for the
Sierra Club's Rincon Group. "The environmental damage in other (border) areas is staggering."


