
 
 
Environmental Groups Discuss Ways To Reduce Impact of Black Carbon 
 
Reducing black carbon emissions represents the "lowest hanging of the low-hanging fruit," a Center 
for Biological Diversity attorney told BNA March 5 after several environmental groups met to discuss 
the pollutant's impact on climate change in the Arctic.  
 
The first steps to address black carbon should be to regulate shipping emissions, particularly in the 
Arctic, and to work with China and India to reduce their emissions as well, Bill Snape, senior counsel 
for the Center for Biological Diversity, told BNA. Countries could receive credit for reducing black 
carbon emissions as part of future climate change treaties, he said. 
 
"Fix the problem and give whoever the credits they need, but buy us some more time," Snape said. 
 
A reduction in black carbon emissions from China and India, each of which emits more black carbon 
than the United States, could have an immediate impact on climate change, he said. 
 
Members of Snape's organization, the Clean Air Task Force Earth Justice, Center for International 
Environmental Law, Defenders of Wildlife, and the International Network for Environmental 
Compliance and Enforcement met March 5 to discuss strategies for reducing black carbon 
emissions. 
 
Black carbon is emitted from the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels and biomass. The particles, 
which partially constitute soot, trap heat in the atmosphere, contributing to global warming. 
Additionally, weather patterns can carry black carbon emissions into the Arctic and Himalayas, 
where deposits on the ice can reduce snow's ability to reflect sunlight, allowing it to absorb more 
heat and speed thawing, according to the Clean Air Task Force. 
 
Black carbon has a much shorter life cycle than carbon dioxide, and reducing black carbon 
emissions could mitigate some of the effects of climate change much sooner than carbon dioxide 
reductions, according to environmental activists. Clean Air Task Force data show black carbon's 
impact on global warming is significant, about 70 percent that of carbon dioxide. 
 
Black carbon is a component of soot and particulate matter and reducing emissions would have 
health benefits in addition to its climate change effect, according to environmental advocates. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency has the authority under the Clean Air Act to regulate black 
carbon, Snape said. 
 
Additionally, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act includes $300 million for grants to 
reduce diesel emissions, which will also help reduce black carbon. 
 
By Andrew Childers 
March 6, 2009 
 


