
 
 

Conservation groups threaten wildlife service with lawsuit over 
bighorn sheep 
Feds on notice over bighorn sheep decision 
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Conservation groups said Thursday they will sue the a federal agency if it does not drop a decision to cut by more than half the land 
designated as critical habitat for the endangered Peninsular bighorn sheep in Riverside, San Diego and Imperial counties.  

The sheep occupy the hills just west of Palms Springs. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service decided in April to reduced critical habitat 
acreage for the sheep from 844,897 to 376,938 acres.  

The notice gives the Fish and Wildlife Service 60 days to take action on the environmental group's claims, or be sued to make the changes. 

The reduction was spurred by a lawsuit filed by an Indian tribe and joined by developers and horseback riders. They said the service's 
original designation was overly broad and included land unnecessary for the sheep's survival.  

Environmentalists said at the time the reduction disregarded scientific information about the bighorn sheep. They said loss of habitat 
protection could eliminate travel routes between sheep groups, fragmenting the population in ways that could force in inbreeding and push 
the group toward extinction.  

The Fish and Wildlife Service said the reduction was based on better mapping technology, new data on plant life and other features needed 
for sheep survival.  

Also removed was land to be covered by conservation plans being developed by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians for reservation 
land, and land that is under a multiple species conservation plan being developed by Riverside County and several Coachella Valley cities.  

The groups involved in Thursday's notice filing include the Center for Biological Diversity, Sierra Club, Desert Protective Council, Desert 
Survivors and the San Bernardino Audubon Society.  

Reach Richard K. De Atley at 951-368-9573 or rdeatley@PE.com

6/12/2009http://www.pe.com/localnews/environment/stories/PE_News_Local_S_bighorn12.339c85...


