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Opening a roadway in the San 
Jacinto Mountains to commercial 
vehicles would damage critical 
lambing areas for the endangered 
Peninsular Bighorn Sheep there.

So state three environmental 
agencies in a lawsuit fi led Thursday 
against the federal Bureau of Land 
Management.

Plaintiffs in the suit are the Center 
for Biological Diversity, the Sierra 
Club and California Wilderness 
Coalition.

At issue is Dunn Road, in the 
San Jacinto Mountains near Palm 
Springs. The environmentalists 
said the road was illegally built 
30 years ago in an effort to open 
the mountains up to real estate 
development.

A 2000 lawsuit against the BLM led 
to the road’s closure to vehicles. But 
the environmentalists said a 2002 
Coachella Valley amendment to 
the California Desert Conservation 
Area Plan could potentially re open 
the road to motorized vehicle use.

“Dunn Road, when it was illegally 
bulldozed, went right through a 
very sensitive lambing area, where 
the ewes have their babies,” said 
Ileene Anderson, desert program 
manager and a biologist with the
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Center for Biological Diversity.

“Ewes are very sensitive to any sort 
of disturbance. If they come back 
down into an area and see there’s 
been a lot of (human) activity there, 
they tend to abandon the lambing 
areas.”

The local population of Peninsular 
Bighorn Sheep is listed by the federal 
government as endangered.

“We hope to keep Dunn Road 
closed and to ensure off-road 
vehicles aren’t able to enter into this 
important habitat for the Peninsula 
Bighorn Sheep,” said Erin Ziegler, 
deputy policy director for the 
California Wilderness Coalition.

BLM California spokesman John 
Dearing declined to comment on 
the lawsuit, saying agency offi cials 
have not yet had a chance to see or 
study it.

Anderson noted that since the 
2000 lawsuit closed the road, it has 
washed out and become impassable 
— and Peninsular Bighorn Sheep 
are thriving in the area.

“Because the BLM needs to follow 
the Endangered Species Act and 
their own mandate to protect 
wildlife habitat, it’s a no-brainer 
that they would keep that road 

closed to all activities that would 
disturb the sheep,” she said.

The environmental groups are 
not opposed to human recreation 
activit ies in the mountains, 
Anderson emphasized.

“We need to be mindful that there 
are other things out there that rely 
on the mountains for their way of 
living, like Peninsular Bighorn 
Sheep,” she said.

“The notion is to give them space 
so they can successfully reproduce 
and remain there, so when we do 
go into the mountains we can see 
them there.”


