
Editorial

Remember when bighorn sheep peri-
odically grazed on the side of the road
in Ran cho Mirage? It was quite a sight
to see these statuesque creatures — out
of their familiar hillside element — wan-
dering along Highway 111.

At about that time, however, bighorn
sheep were edging perilously close to
ex tinction. Just nine years ago, only
about three dozen Peninsular bighorn
sheep lived in the mountains around the
Coachella Valley.

Fortunately — and thanks to local big-
horn supporters who have contributed
millions to preservation efforts — these
numbers are now up to about 100.

The overall trend is encouraging as well.
The population of low-elevation Pen-
insular bighorn sheep in Southern Cali-
fornia — from Interstate 10 to the Mexi-
can bor der — down to just 276 in 1996
— has now grown to approximately
705 today.

Peninsular bighorn sheep were desig-
nated as an endangered species by the
federal government in 1998. As a re-
sult, preservation efforts intensified and
the population slowly began to grow.
Bighorn backers credit the 2002 fence-
building effort in Rancho Mirage, cap-
tive breeding efforts and building and
recreation restrictions for pulling bighorn
sheep numbers up and out of its a tail-
spin.

But the sheep are not out of the woods
yet. There needs to be 750 Peninsular
bighorn sheep for 12 years and 25 ewes
in each of nine regions during that span
for the species to be removed from the
endan gered list.

While we’re making good progress in
our preservation efforts, we’ll continue
to face challenges as we attempt to
strike a balance between protecting
sheep habitat, al lowing for smart de-
velopment in or near this habitat, and
the consideration of the needs of hikers
and other trail users.

We’ve still got an uphill climb.
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Bighorn Sheep revival going strong
Challenge is to maintain momentum


