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A San Bernardino County superior court judge Wednesday blocked plans for a hotel development in Big Bear Lake.

Judge John Wade sided with environmental groups opposed to the project, ruling that the city's environmental review of
the project was inadequate.

The Big Bear Lake City Council approved the Hilton Garden Inn, planned for about four acres near the lakeshore, last
July. The 65,460 square-foot hotel would have 91 rooms, a restaurant and banquet and meeting facilities.

Five environmental groups sued over the project, saying the city did not address the project's impact on area wetlands or
analyze fire safety issues. The groups also said the project would destroy an endangered plant known as the bird-footed
checkerbloom and sensitive land areas known as pebble plains found on the property.

The judge's decision requires the developer to conduct further environmental reviews and go back to the city for approval
to proceed with the project.

Developer Tony Tamberchi called the ruling unfair, saying the project had met city requirements.

"I really don't know what our next step is going to be," he said.

Adam Keats, an attorney with the Center for Biological Diversity, one of the parties that sued, said substantive changes
will be needed.

"We're all very hopeful that the developer will realize the issues we've been bringing to their attention, and other public
agencies have been bringing to their attention, are real and they're significant and they need to be addressed," he said.

In a statement, Big Bear Lake City Manager Jeff Mathieu said the judge sided with the city on some issues, such as a
height variance allowing the project to exceed the city's 40-foot limit by nine feet.

City officials believe the project benefits the city, which has a largely tourist-based economy, by providing lodging for
visitors, said Cheri Haggerty, a city spokeswoman.
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