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Is Hilton Garden Inn project dead? 
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The proposed Hilton Garden Inn remains mired in legal wrangling, but the site is clear. What’s not clear is if a hotel will
be built.

Tony Tamberchi owns the property on Big Bear Boulevard across from the Big Bear Lake Civic Center. He has spent six
years trying to get approval to build a Hilton Garden Inn at the site. The 91-room hotel was approved and survived an
appeal in 2006 only to run into a lawsuit.

On Aug. 28, the Big Bear Lake Department of Water and Power agreed to refund Tamberchi $75,624 he paid for water
service hook ups for the proposed hotel. Tamberchi purchased four permits between April and August 2006. DWP
General Manager Jerry Gruber said Tamberchi did not provide any reason why he wanted the refund or why he was
releasing the permits.

At the same time, the site of the proposed hotel was razed. Vacant buildings have been demolished and trees felled and
chipped. According to Phil Mosley, director of community services for the city of Big Bear Lake, the site was cleared for
liability reasons. He said the property owner obtained a demolition and tree removal permit before the work was done.

Mosley said the building and trees could be a fire hazard and the empty building could attract unsavory activity.

Gruber said once permits are sold, they are no longer available to another builder. It doesn’t matter if the purchaser doesn’
t plan to build right away, Gruber said. While there isn’t a waiting list for water meters at this time, the DWP has had
waiting lists, Gruber said.

The Center for Biological Diversity, San Bernardino Valley Audbon Society, Friends of Big Bear Valley and Christians
for the Earth filed suit against Tamberchi and the city of Big Bear Lake in August 2006 claiming the proposed hotel
exceeded allowable height limitations and that several environmental issues weren’t addressed in the environmental
impact report.

In May, Judge John P. Wade invalidated portions of the EIR for the hotel project. Wade stated the EIR’s analysis of the
wetlands is insufficient and the mitigation for transplanted Bird-footed checkerbloom was not adequate. The judge also
said the fire evacuations issues were addressed fully.

Wade ruled in favor of Tamberchi regarding the building height. The judge ruled the building height does not impact
aesthetics in the area as the suit claimed.

Adam Keats, attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity, said in May it is up to Tamberchi if he chooses to
commission a new EIR.

Tamberchi’s plans are unknown. He did not return a call to The Grizzly regarding the water meter refund and site clearing. 

Reporter Brian Charles contributed to this story.

Contact reporter Judi Bowers at 909-866-3456, ext. 137 or by e-mail at jbowers@bigbeargrizzly.net. 
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