
 
 

BEARLY ALIVE 
Yanks sued in global warming fight to save polar bears from extinction 
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THE US government is being 
sued by green groups in a bid to 
have polar bears saved from 
extinction. 

The case demands that the 
government take action on a 
petition to have polar bears 
listed as "threatened" under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Once a species is listed as 
threatened, the US government 
is barred from doing anything to 
jeopardize the animal's 
existence or its habitat. 

The move came after scientists 
revealed that the bears - 
normally excellent swimmers - 
are drowning in the hunt for 
food. 

Sea ice had retreated a record 
160 miles off Alaska's northern 
coast and the bears, used to 
catching seals on the ice and 
swimming back to the shore, 
were unable to complete the 
lengthy trip back to dry land. 

The case was filed in San 
Francisco by the Centre for 
Biological Diversity, the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council and Greenpeace. 

The groups first petitioned to 
have the polar bear listed as 
threatened last February but the 
US Secretary of the Interior did 
not respond. 

Campaigners say it is the policy 
of the Bush administration not 
to react unless forced to by 
court order. 

Environmentalists hope to force 
the government to curb US 
emissions of greenhouse gases 
such as carbon dioxide. 

And they say extensive 
scientific evidence shows sea 
ice is melting because of global 
warming. 

Melanie Duchin of Greenpeace 
said: "Global warming and 
rising temperatures in the Arctic 
jeopardize the polar bear's very 
existence. 

"Polar bears cannot survive 
without sea ice. Polar bears 
could disappear in our lifetime 
if we don't take action." 

The bears live only in the Arctic 
and are totally dependant on the 
sea ice, which has been 
vanishing much faster than 
expected. 

Some experts say the Arctic 
could be ice-free in summer as 
early as 2050. 

There are thought to be 22,000 - 
27,000 polar bears in 19 
separate populations in the 
Arctic. 

They are found in the United 
States, Canada, Russia, 
Greenland and on the Arctic 
islands of Norway. 

There are estimated to be about 
3000 to 5000 polar bears in 
Alaska. 

The population of polar bears 
around Canada's Hudson Bay 
has already dropped from 1100 
in 1995 to fewer than 950 last 
year. 

Scientists believe that this year 
will the hottest year on record in 
the northern hemisphere. 

Figures show land and sea 
temperatures for 2005 have 
been 0.65C above the long-term 
average. 

Globally, we are in the midst of 
the second-warmest year since 
records began in 1861. 

And all 10 of the world's hottest 
12-month periods have now 
taken place in the past 11 years. 

BEAR FACTS 

The polar bear can live for up to 
25 years and rivals the Kodiak 
bear as the largest four-footed 
carnivore on Earth. 

Males are between 8 and 11 feet 
long and weigh up to 105 stones 



Although its coat appears white, 
each hair is actually a clear 
hollow tube that channels the 
sun's energy directly to the 
bear's skin. 

Its entire body is covered in fur 
, even the bottom of its paws, 
which help stop it slipping on 
the ice. 

Only pregnant females 
hibernate. Others enter what is 
called "walking hibernation" 
where they continue to hunt and 
feed, even though their heart 
rate, temperature and 
respiratory rate all fall. 
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