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Another bat’tle brewing
By John C. Street 

The truth is, nobody, knows much about them let alone how many of them there are – or are
supposed to be - out there. 

But now the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) believes they are dying by the thousands and they want all
the rest of the world (or at least any type of development or resource extraction on publicly owned land) to
come to a screeching halt until the reason for this die-off is discovered. 

It happened once before - back in the late 1990s - and it looks like it’s going to happen again. By all
indications, there’s another “‘bat’tle” brewing. And it’s likely to be a big battle over a might small critter that,
when mature, has a wingspan between 2 3/4" and 3 5/8 and weighs about 1/4 ounce. 

Documentation of the Indiana bat, Myotis sodalis, residing in Pennsylvania goes as far back as 1928 according
to the 1985 edition of the Species of Special Concern published by the Carnegie Museum of Natural History.
But even then it was here in limited numbers. 

In 1979, according to the Carnegie document, “all localities known for the species were investigated as well as
other likely caves and mine tunnels.” That survey resulted in finding only one remaining winter colony of 150
individuals in a mine tunnel in Blair County and the sighting of one individual in a cave in Mifflin County . 

This “winter colony” – what scientists refer to as a “hibernacula” - is located in Canoe Creek State Park near
Altoona and it meets the species’ winter roosting requirements, namely temperatures between 39 and 45
degrees Fahrenheit and a relative humidity range between 66 and 95 percent The salient issue, though, for the
ensuing bat-tle, is the summation of the Carnegie report; “This species has not been found during the summer
months in Pennsylvania.” 

According to past communication with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, there are no “good predictors of
where the bat is likely to be or not be in the summertime.” And that, as this battle of the bats begins to build,
is important. Especially since, in the summer of 1998, three positive digital recordings of the Indiana bat’s
vocalizations were made that revealed this flying bug-catcher spends at least some of its time in upland
forested areas. In other words, no one knows where this bat is likely – or supposed – to be. 

But now, the Center for Biological Diversity is filing a letter of intent to sue federal agencies conducting
potentially disruptive activities like logging and road-building because these activities might have the potential
to spread “white-nose syndrome” to the bats. 

The “white-nose syndrome,” named for the ring of white fungus that appears on the facial area of infected
bats, is a fungus. It is not known, however, whether this fungus is the cause of the die-of or a symptom of it.
All that is known is that, when this symptom appears, the bats begin leaving their hibernacula early – before
there are sufficient bugs for them to eat – and they are starving. 

The Pennsylvania Game Commission recently checked known hibernacula to determine if the syndrome had
made it into the Keystone state. PGC spokesman, Jerry Feaser, indicated in a recent press releases that, “We
have not confirmed white nose syndrome, but we do have three sites that have been deemed suspect.” The
sites that Jerry was referring to are located in Luzerne, Fayette and Blair counties. Apparently, one bat from
one of those sites is being tested. A specimen was collected at one site, and the agency is awaiting the test
results to determine what, if any, actions will be taken. 



“Our bats are not leaving their hibernacula earlier,” Feaser said, adding that, “they are not emaciated and
there have been no reports of die-offs.”

“We’re continuing to investigate the situation,” said Feaser. However, the Pennsylvania Game Commission will
continue “watching and monitoring.” (Note: For additional information about all of Pennsylvania ’s bats, please
visit www.pgc.state.pa.us) 

Like big white bears, certain types of owls and at least one well known woodpecker, the Indiana bat is being
used by the “Environmental Conflict Industry” (a nifty little term that was first used in 1999 by the National
Forest Counties and Schools Coalition) to curtail development without their being a shred of evidence that
human activity is causing the problem. 

No one, let alone the federal agencies that the Center for Biological Diversity is threatening to sue, is denying
the importance of any of these creatures. The whole process, however, is seen by many as being a little
bazaar. 

If the true objective of the CBD is to determine the cause of “white-faced syndrome,” why don’t they – and
some of the other extremely well-heeled members of the “Environmental Conflict Industry” – put some of their
considerable money into the research necessary to determine the cause rather than starting another “‘bat’tle.” 

John Street is an inquisitive contrarian who writes, frequently with humor, about current events in
fish and wildlife research as well as the ethical and societal issues that affect the outdoor life. He
can be contacted at johnstreet@windstream.net 
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