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Week in review 
 
Our thoughts on the news of the week: 
 
 
 
 
We've been wondering how the budget stalemate between Gov. James Douglas and 
Democratic leaders in the Legislature will be resolved. Both sides appear too entrenched to 
move toward a reasonable compromise in time to settle a state spending plan for the 2010 
fiscal year that begins July 1 (much less in time for a special session on June 2 to hopefully 
finalize a budget bill). 
 
This week State Auditor Tom Salmon stepped forward and offered to mediate a 
compromise. Douglas accepted that offer, but House Speaker Shap Smith and Senate 
President Pro Tem Peter Shumlin are holding off. 
 
Come on, guys, the time for political theater is past. Vermont is in a serious economic 
recession, people are out of work or underemployed, families are forced to make difficult 
choices just to make ends meet. We expect no less of our political leaders – that they step 
away from their opposite walls and sit down together to make the hard choices for the 
state's welfare. 
 
If Smith, Shumlin and Douglas require a mediator, so be it. And good luck to Salmon if he 
does take on this task. 
 
 
 
Vermont's bat population is in dire straights. A disease called 'white-nose syndrome' is 
killing hundreds of thousands of bats in up to nine states, including Vermont. Little is known
about the disease, what causes it or how it spreads. So far, the only real measure taken to 
stop the spread of white-nose syndrome is to close off caves in 17 states that are home to 
bats. 
 
This week, more than 60 environmental organizations nationwide appealed for help from 
Congress, asking for research funding. And while it's hard to argue in these times that 
money spent on an animal issue is a priority, this problem demands the nation's attention. 
 
The disease is spreading quickly across the country, and millions of bats are at risk. The 
implications of losing a species are serious; at the least, bats help control insect 
populations, reducing our need for pesticides. "They are part of the web of life, and there 
are things we may not understand fully," said Mollie Matteson of the Center for Biological 
Diversity. 
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It's important to take steps now to solve the riddle of white-nose syndrome and save the 
bat population from these enormous losses. 
 
 
 
More bad news this week on the Yankee nuclear plant in Vernon, with a decommissioning 
expert testifying that the cost of shutting down the plant might be higher than estimated. 
The comment from William A. Coutier Jr. came before the Vermont Public Service Board, 
which is considering the broader question of whether plant's license should be extended 
beyond its 2012 expiration. 
 
Costs to decommission the plant were put between $655 million and $932 million. But the 
fund to pay for that shutdown has been clobbered in the recession, dropping from $440 
million in 2007 to $347 million as of March 1, 2009. 
 
The Board's hearings are important for ensuring tough questions are asked – and answered 
– relating to the nuclear plant's future. Testimony continues, and we will listen carefully to 
both sides on the issue of whether the plant is safe to continue operating past 2012, and 
whether the parent company, Entergy, is financially prepared to safely close the facility if 
the extension is denied. 
 
 
 
Nearly 2,400 people ran or walked in this year's 26th Annual Corporate Cup Challenge and 
State Agency Race in Montpelier. Sponsored by the Vermont Governor's Council on Physical 
Fitness and Sports, the race encourages people across Vermont to get healthy and fit, and 
there's a place for runners and walkers of all abilities to participate. 
 
Congratulations to the winning runners: George Deane of Richmond, who ran for the 
Vermont Youth Conservation Corp, and Caroline Zeilenga of Montpelier, running for Onion 
River Sports. 
 
But thumbs up also to everyone who turned out to walk, run or cheer. It was a hot day 
(just ask the 12 Times Argus employees who participated on two running and two walking 
teams), but everyone had a great time. 
 
And good luck to everyone running in tomorrow's Vermont City Marathon. 
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