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The federal government appears 
poised today to remove the bald 
eagle from its list of threatened 
and endangered species, capping a 
40-year comeback for the national 
icon that showed that disappearing 
creatures are not always lost.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
has scheduled an announcement about 
the eagle’s status for this morning at 
the Jefferson Memorial. No details 
were available, but environmental 
advocates said the intent was clear: 
For months, wildlife service offi cials 
have been making legal preparations 
for taking bald eagles off the protected 
list. If the species is removed, it 
will provide a legal postscript to 
a rebound that is obvious to bird-
watchers nationwide. There were 
417 breeding pairs of bald eagles in 
the contiguous United States in 1967, 
after a decline blamed partly on the 
eggshell-thinning pesticide DDT. 
Forty years later, offi cials say, that 
number has grown to about 10,000 
pairs.

“It’s really one of the greatest 
conservation success stories in U.S. 
history,” said Tony Iallonardo, a 
spokesman for the National Audubon 
Society.

Although the number of bald eagles 
has soared in most states -- up to 1,166 

nesting pairs in Florida -- the raptors 
remain relatively scarce in desert 
terrain, according to counts tabulated 
by the nonprofi t Center for Biological 
Diversity.

California’s eagle population has 
experienced a moderate rise, reaching 
200 pairs in 2005, up from 18 pairs 
in 1973. In the Bay Area, one mating 
pair has been spotted at Del Valle 
Reservoir south of Livermore.

But in Arizona, which hosts the only 
winter nesting bald eagle population 
in North America, there were only 43 
occupied nests in 2006. New Mexico 
had only two pairs, Nevada, fi ve, and 
Utah, 11, the group’s study found.

Removing the bird from the roll of 
threatened species, a process referred 
to as delisting, isn’t likely to mean a 
new hunting season for bald eagles. 
Instead, the birds will probably enjoy 

most of the protections they do now 
under policies the Fish and Wildlife 
Service recently outlined. Those 
include federal prohibitions on killing 
or wounding them and disturbing 
their nests.

That has pleased many environmental 
groups, who say they think the birds 
will continue to thrive. But the 
new rules have been criticized by 
the National Association of Home 
Builders, which has said they could 
prove too vague to guide contractors 
working near eagle nests.

One thing neither side disputes: The 
bald eagle no longer deserves to be 
on the same list as more than 560 
other endangered and threatened U.S. 
animal species.

Chronicle environment writer Jane 
Kay contributed to this report. 
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Announcement set for today; recovery called great success

The bald eagle fell to 417 breeding pairs in the contiguous United States in 
1967, today there are about 10,000 pairs.


