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Bald Eagle To Be Removed From Threatened List
Tony Russomannoreporting

(CBS 5) SAN FRANCISCO The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is about to mark a significant milestone in the recovery of
the Bald Eagle. Sources told CBS 5 Environmental Reporter Tony Russomanno the agency will announce the once nearly
extinct bird is no longer threatened.

The Audubon Society says the bald eagle will be removed from the federal threatened species list this week, marking
what the Society says is one of the greatest conservation success stories of the last 50 years.

"I think it's time to de-list the Bald Eagle. Bald Eagle populations have recovered all over the country," said John Aikin of
the San Francisco Zoo. "They're doing relatively well, and so long as people take care of water and their fisheries
resources, we can live with bald eagles."

According to the Center for Biological Diversity, there were an estimated quarter million nesting pairs of bald eagles in
what is now the continental United States at the start of the European colonization. By 1963, only 417 pairs remained. The
population rebounded to more than 9,700 last year and over 11,000 this year.

An intense captive-breeding program, like the one that produced more than 100 chicks at the San Francisco Zoo over the
years, helped to re-establish the birds in the wild.

"When I was a kid, seeing a Bald Eagle was a rare thing," Aikin recalled. "And now it's actually not that rare."

Bald eagle nesting pairs are now established at Del Valle Reservoir in Alameda County, Lake Hennessey in Napa County
and Crystal Springs Reservoir in San Mateo County, where they remain over the winter.

Sequoia, the San Francisco Zoo's captive breeding program goodwill ambassador, was rescued after being shot in the
wild by a hunter 18 years ago and left partially paralyzed.

Her species owes its survival to the protection provided by the Endangered Species Act. Conservationists say the bald
eagle may no longer need that protection, but the nation still needs the Endangered Species Act.

"I believe the Endangered Species Act is one of the most important laws that we have," Aikin said. "And there are lots of
species that need the kinds of resources that the Bald Eagles once had to be able to manage their recovery."

The Fish and Wildlife Service first proposed de-listing the bird in 1999. But it has taken eight years of negotiations with
conservation groups to insure that removal of protection does not lead to a second decline in the number of Bald Eagles. 


