
Endangered species: New BLM policy reduces protection for state-listed... http://www.eenews.net/Greenwire/print/2008/12/22/3

1 of 1 1/26/2009 3:17 PM

The Premier Information Source for Professionals Who Track Environmental and Energy Policy.

© 1996-2009 E&E Publishing, LLC Privacy Policy  Site Map

3. ENDANGERED SPECIES: New BLM policy reduces protection for state-listed plants, animals 
(12/22/2008)

Allison Winter, E&E reporter

The Bureau of Land Management released a new internal policy last week that could reduce protections for threatened, endangered or rare animals and 
plants on its land.

The "special status" species manual would scale back some safeguards for some species, such as those on s tate conservation lists.

"It's clear their intention here is to do the absolute minimum required for wildlife and to reassure their managers that if they do the minimum, they won't be 
punished," said Josh Pollock of the Center for Native Ecosystems, a Colorado-based advocacy group.

BLM made the changes to respond to policy revisions and court decisions since the last update in 2001. BLM started the revisions in 2006, saying the manual 
would help land managers focus efforts on rare species.

The manual standardizes agency guidance for species that receive special consideration in management and eliminates requirements for providing special 
protection for species identified by states as threatened or endangered.

The shift on state-listed species could have a major effect in California, where there are hundreds of species on the state endangered species list. BLM 
manages 15.2 million acres in California, nearly 15 percent of the state's land area.

And in Colorado, where there are 35 listed species, BLM manages more than 8 million acres.

BLM has a mandate to manage for multiple uses, including energy, timber, forage, recreation, wildlife habitat and wilderness. Some environmentalists are 
concerned the changes could give lower priority to protection of plants and animals.

When assessing other activities on BLM land, the manual reduces the Fish and Wildlife Service's consultat ion requirements for candidate species -- much like 
the recent consultation regulations that FWS finalized.

It also instructs managers to consider effects on endangered and threatened plants at the "population level," rather than on each listed plant. Those changes 
could mean that managers would allow destruction of extremely rare plants in one area, as long as the plant also grows in other areas.
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