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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing more than 109,000 acres in Southern California as critical
habitat for the endangered arroyo toad. The land is in San Bernardino, Santa Barbara, Ventura, Los Angeles,
Riverside, Orange and San Diego counties.

The Oct. 9 announcement is in response to a lawsuit brought by the Center for Biological Diversity.

One area in the San Bernardino Mountains that appears to be part of the proposed designation is Deep Creek,
according to San Bernardino National Forest biologist Robin Eliason. The Deep Creek area is located in the
Green Valley Lake region northwest of Big Bear Valley. It includes a designated wild trout stream and is
already designated critical habitat for the southwestern willow flycatcher.

“The implications for forest users is not great,” Eliason said about the latest critical habitat proposal. “Deep
Creek is so rugged, there is very little management-wise that we would propose for that area. We already
consider the effect any potential projects in that area may have on the flycatcher and the arroyo toad.”

Arroyo toads thrive in elevations no higher than 4,500 to 5,000 feet, Eliason said. They were not historically
found in Big Bear Valley, she said.

Critical habitats are specific geographic areas essential for the conservation of a threatened or endangered
species. Federal agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service are required to consult with and obtain approval
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on any actions proposed in these areas. Critical habitat designations
are defined under the Endangered Species Act.

In a press release issued by the Center for Biological Diversity, endangered species program director Noah
Greenwald explained the importance of the Fish and Wildlife decision. “Once a common species in Southern
California, the arroyo toad has lost 75 percent of its historic range and needs all of the protected habitat it can
get if it is going to survive,” Greenwald said. “Today’s proposal represents a hop in the right direction.”

The arroyo toad was put on the endangered species list in 1994.
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